!

CCSEAS-CCEASE
CANADIAN COUNCIL FOR SOUTHEAST ASIAN STUDIES
CONSEIL CANADIEN DES ETUDES SUR L’ASIE DU SUD-EST

!

!!
!!
!!
!

2017 Conference
Colloque 2017

!
!
26-28 October 2017
York University
Toronto, Ontario

!
!

PROGRAM
PROGRAMME

!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!

!!
!!
!

TABLE OF CONTENTS
TABLE DES MATIERES

!

!!
!

CCSEAS Officers & Conference Organizing Committee /
Représentants du CCEASE et comité organisateur du colloque ………………………………… 4

!
Welcome Remarks / Mot de bienvenue ………………………………………………………….
!
Sponsors / Commanditaires ………………………………………………………………………
!

5
6

York University Campus Map /
Carte du campus York University ……………………………………………………………….. 7

!

Shows / Spectacles ………………………………………………………………………………. 8
ASEAN-Canada Ceremony: Vietnamese Traditional Music: The Sound of ASEAN-Canada
Luzviminda: The Philippines Dances for Canada 150
Conference Dinner Show: Kayonan Gamelan - Traditional Balinese Music & Dance

Opening Address & Keynote Address /
Discours d’ouverture et conférence principale …………………………………………………. 10

!
Special Panels in Honour of Judith Nagata and Penny Van Esterik
!

……………………………

12

ASEAN and Canada at 50: Common Fears and Common Hopes
A Roundtable Discussion ………………………………………………………………………..

13

Conference Schedule (27-28 October 2017) /
Horaire du colloque (27-28 octobre 2017) ………………………………………………………

14

Description of Panels / Description des séances ………………………………………………..

17

!
Opening Reception / Réception d’ouverture
!

!
Paper Abstracts / Résumés des communications ……………………………………………….
!
!

37

!
!
!

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
COMITE EXECUTIF

!!

Abidin Kusno, President
York University
David Webster, Vice-President
Bishop’s University
Alicia Turner, Treasurer
York University
Isabelle Côté, Member
Memorial University
Student Representative & Committee for Newsletters
Kilim Park, University of British Columbia
Nhu Truong, McGill University
Jean-Francois Rancourt, Université de Montréal

!
!

ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
COMITE ORGANISATEUR

!

Abidin Kusno, Chair
Alicia Turner, Treasurer
Committee Members:
Philip Kelly, Peter Vandergeest, Patrick Alcedo, Julie Nguyen, Lisa Drummond, Kenneth Cardenas,
Laura Schoenberger, Irene Poetranto, Maria Monica Layarda
Website Managers:
Alex Felipe & Irene Poetranto

!
!

VOLUNTEERS
BENEVOLES
Nabeel Ahmed, Huong Ngo, Helen Nguyen, Wayne Nguyen, Laurence Choquette Loranger, Natalie Welch

!
!
!
!
!

Page !4

Welcome Remarks from the President
!!
Welcome to the 33rd CCSEAS biennial conference at York University! We are pleased to bring together
scholars, intellectuals, diplomats, policy makers, filmmakers, activists and students from a range of
disciplines and various sites of practice to examine the conditions of People In and Out of Place, the theme
of the conference which represents a long standing and yet often forgotten dynamic of our region known as
the crossroads of different peoples, histories, cultures and politics.

!

We received 150 submissions from all over the world. They represent scholars and students from multiple
disciplines working on Southeast Asia and inter-Asia relations as well as issues related to Canadian
Southeast Asians. We have organized the accepted papers in five interdisciplinary themes: Agrarian &
Environmental Transformation; Urbanism; Migration & Place-Making; Violence, Redemption & Religion;
Regionalism & Governance. We are pleased to start the conference with a lecture by Ricardo D. Trimillos
(University of Hawaiʻi) and to feature Goh Beng Lan (National University of Singapore) as keynote
speaker.

!

The Year 2017 is significant for CCSEAS, as it marks the fortieth anniversary of Canada’s status as a
Dialogue Partner of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). We therefore open the
conference with a Davos-style roundtable debate and discussion on ASEAN and Canada at 50: Common
Fears and Common Hopes, including panellists representing Global Affairs Canada and Ambassadors from
Indonesia and the Philippines. We thank Paul Evans (University of British Columbia) for moderating the
panel. The conference also features both traditional and modern cultural performances: Balinese Gamelan of
Indonesia, a Vietnamese music ensemble, and Luzviminda: The Philippines Dances for Canada 150. They
are made possible by the generous contributions of the Consulate General of Indonesia in Toronto, the
Canada-Vietnam Society, Canada150 @ York, the Toronto Arts Council and the Canada Council for the
Arts.

!

We are also proud to present special panels in honour of our York University Emeriti Professors Judith
Nagata and Penny van Esterik who have contributed much to Southeast Asian Studies in Canada. Judith and
Penny have been with CCSEAS since it started in 1971. We honour them to honour our own past and to
build a bridge between different generations. Finally we are also proud to present the 2017 CCSEAS
newsletters. They are the passionate work of CCSEAS student representatives, Kilim Park, Nhu Truong, and
Jean-Francois Rancour.

!

We thank each person who has contributed to the organization of this event in the forms of ideas, time,
energy, funding and above all, friendship. We appreciate the support of York’s Office of the Vice-President
Research & Innovation (VPRI), the Embassies and Consulates General of Indonesia and the Philippines,
Canada-Vietnam Society, the University of British Columbia / International Development Research Centre
(IDRC-UBC) and the Asian Institute at the University of Toronto. Finally, we thank the York Centre for
Asian Studies, more specifically its former director, Philip Kelly, who was in the first place responsible for
bringing the 33rd CCSEAS conference to York University.

!

Thank you all for coming, and for becoming part of the Southeast Asian Studies community in Canada. We
hope you enjoy these three days of critical research presentations and collegial exchange and find them
rewarding.

!

Abidin Kusno
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CONFERENCE SPONSORS
COMMANDITAIRES

!
!
The CCSEAS organizing committee and members wish to thank the following sponsors for their generous
support / Le comité organisateur et les membres du CCEASE remercient les commanditaires suivants pour
leur généreuse contribution:

!
!

Office of the Vice-President, Research & Innovation, York University
The Consulate General of the Philippines in Toronto
Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia in Ottawa
The Consulate General of Indonesia in Toronto
Canada-Vietnam Society
The University of British Columbia / International Development Research Centre
Asian Institute, Munk School of Global Affairs, University of Toronto
Canada Council for the Arts (Luzviminda: The Philippines Dances for Canada 150)
Toronto Arts Council (Luzviminda: The Philippines Dances for Canada 150)
York Centre for Asian Research, York University

!

!
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PERFORMANCES
(In Order of Appearance)

ASEAN-Canada Ceremony:
Vietnamese Traditional Music: “The sound of ASEAN-Canada”
Thursday, 26 October 2017 | 4:00 pm to 4:45 pm
Location: Room 519, Fifth Floor, Kaneff Tower
Under the direction of: Kathleen Tu Ngo Thanh, Royal Music Conservatory
Presenters and Performers:
•
Kathleen Tu Ngo Thanh, Royal Conservatory of Music
•
Sean Vasko, Guitarist and Songwriter

!
This performance is made possible by the Canada-Vietnam Society
!

Luzviminda: the Philippines Dances for Canada 150
Thursday, 26 October 2017 | 7:30 pm to 9:30 pm
Sandra Faire and Ivan Theatre, Accolade East Building

!

Under the direction of Patrick Alcedo, Luzviminda: the Philippines Dances for Canada150 is a live
dance concert on October 26-28, 2017 at Sandra Faire and Ivan Fecan Theatre, York University. A
portmanteau, Luzviminda represents the three groups of islands that comprise the Philippine
archipelago and the provenance of Filipino immigrants in Canada. As a concert, Luzviminda will
bring together folk dance, contemporary dance, breaking and hip-hop, forms that Filipino-Canadians
embody to express their diasporic identities. It will be a rare collaboration among Philippine dance
companies, independent artists, choreographers and dance researchers in Toronto. While a
celebratory event, it will also mark on stage the presence of Filipinos as one of the largest visible
minorities in Toronto and the fastest growing immigrant community in Canada.

!

Artistic Director: Patrick Alcedo
Choreographer: Flordeliza Fernandez-Punzalan
Musical Director: Carlo Lopez
Guest Choreographer: Susan Cash
Technical Director: William Mackwood
Singers: Lilac Caña and Josie de Leon
Production Manager: Regina Bautista
Participating Groups:
Breadcrumbs Crew
Culture Philippines Ontario
Fiesta Filipina Dance Group
Folklorico Filipino Dance Group
Kindred Dance Crew
York Dance Ensemble

!

This concert is made possible by Canada150 @ York, the Toronto Arts Council, and the Canada
Council for the Arts.

!

Tickets (not included in the registration fee) are available for purchase at www.yorku.ca/ycar
Page !8
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Conference Dinner Show: Kayonan Gamelan - Traditional Balinese
Music & Dance
Friday, 27 October 2017 | 6:30 pm
Underground Campus Kitchen, Student Centre

!
Followed by Dinner (included in the registration)
!

Under the direction of Keiko Ninomiya, the Gamelan Kayonan will perform Puspa Mekar, a
welcome dance ensemble piece; Legong Keraton, a 19th century royal family entertainment; Sekar
Gadung, a ceremonial gamelan ensemble from 16th century; and many more. Gamelan Kayonan is a
traditional Balinese music and dance group which was founded in 2009 by Keiko Ninomiya who
started her career as a contemporary dancer and choreographer. Ms. Ninomiya eventually learned
traditional Balinese dances and gamelan in Bali, Indonesia and was involved in keeping the dance
banjar (community) group as traditional and original as possible, including gathering and eating
together after every practice. Gamelan Kayonan is a kebyar style dance group, which suggests
explosive changes in tempo and dynamics as in the process of flowering.
Performers:
Charissa Rais
Chizuru Anju
Elizabeth Valentina
Juliana The
Keiko Ninomiya
Mie Hisamura,
Sonny Djayakarsana
Steve Purificati
Suyoni Wardani
This performance is made possible by the Consulate General of the Republic of Indonesia in Toronto

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
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OPENING ADDRESS & KEYNOTE SPEECH

!

CCSEAS OPENING ADDRESS

!

Thursday, 26 October 2017 | 5:00 pm to 6:15 pm
Room 519, Fifth Floor, Kaneff Tower

Ricardo D. Trimillos
Professor Emeritus of Ethnomusicology and Past Chair of Asian Studies
Program, University of Hawaiʻi, Manoa

!

Ricardo D. Trimillos is Professor Emeritus in Asian Studies at the School
of Pacific & Asian Studies and in Ethnomusicology at the Music
Department, University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa. His research and teaching
focus on the expressive arts (music, dance, theatre) in their cultural
context. He has published on traditional music of the Lowland and Muslim
Philippines, Hawaiʻi, and Japan; these address issues of cultural
transmission, gender and identity. Following studies at the University of
Hawaiʻi, the Ateneo de Manila, and the University of Cologne, he
completed his PhD at UCLA (1972) on the music of the Tausug of the southern Philippines. He is
recognised both nationally and internationally; he has been consultant to a number of governments
(including Poland, Malaysia, the Philippines and Hong Kong) in the area of arts and public policy.
He is founding member of the Performing Arts of Southeast Asia (PASEA) group of the International
Council for Traditional Music–UNESCO.

!

Places and Spaces for Dancing and Musicking Filipinicity: Imagining Barangay,
Crew, Ethnie, and Nation

!Performativity is an often-invoked feature of Filipino embraceable imagery, both ascribed and selfdefined. Beginning with the first European encounter by adventurer Magellan with Cebuano
Filipinos performing gong music and dance, through the countless and often nameless Filipino jazz
musicians servicing pre-Pacific War colonial enterprises, and post-War dance diplomacy through the
Bayanihan dance company world tours, Filipino identity and performance have been intertwined.
Such were the places—geographic and cartographic—for being Filipino. The performance of identity
extends into the North American diaspora and includes the banal—clips of the exiled Marcos family
during an intense karaoke session in Hawaiʻi; the recognized—hiphop crew Brotherhood Adult (all
Filipino-Canadians) winning the 2014 world hiphop championship; and the celebratory—the
gathering of Filipino-American folk dance groups in Washington DC during the 1998 Smithsonian
Folklife Festival. Such are the spaces appropriated from, earned within, or accorded by an
hegemonic Other. In all these settings the sense of ‘being Filipino’ appears to be a given and it is
through performance that this innate sense becomes manifest, an expression of Filipinicity, the
concept attributed to early twentieth-century musician, intellectual, and apologist Antonio Molina. I
propose to interrogate diaspora and homeland contexts, consider diverse imaginations of Filipino
heritage and suggest through ‘Filipinicity’ that historical time and geography collapse into an
essentialized logic of practice. Although my focus is Filipino, I feel that its performativity informs
and is informed by a broader Southeast Asian ethos.
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CCSEAS KEYNOTE ADDRESS

!

Friday, 27 October 2017 | 1:30 pm to 2:45 pm
Room 0001, Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building

Goh Beng Lan
Associate Professor and Former Chair of Department of Southeast
Asian Studies, National University of Singapore

!

Dr. Goh was born in Penang, Malaysia and graduated from the
University Science of Malaysia with a Bachelors of Social
Sciences (Hons) and she received her MA in Sociology from the
Ochanomizu National Women's University in Tokyo, Japan. Her
PhD in Anthropology was completed at Monash University in
Melbourne, Australia, after which she held a Postdoctoral
Fellowship at the International Centre for Advanced Studies, New
York University. Dr. Goh’s scholarly interests centre on the
production of knowledge, ethno-cultural identities and their relationships with new socio-economic
imperatives in contemporary Southeast Asian societies with a particular focus on the Malaysian
experience. She is interested in developing ethnography on actual circumstances and histories of
individuals and their shifting relationships with material and cultural processes in order to understand
how people perceive and cope with contemporary changes around them. On the theoretical front, she
is interested in using evidence of history, agency and knowledge practices in Southeast Asia to
rethink normative social scientific definitions with the hope of contributing towards the project of
making human scientific knowledges more inclusive and truly more universal. She authored and
edited several books which include: Modern Dreams: An Inquiry into Power, Cultural Production,
and the Cityscape in Contemporary Urban Penang, Malaysia (Cornell SEA Program Publications,
2002); Asia in Europe, Europe in Asia: Rethinking Academic, Social and Cultural Linkages (IIAS,
Leiden and ISEAS, Singapore, 2004); Decentring and Diversifying Southeast Asian Studies:
Perspectives from the Region (ISEAS, Singapore, 2011).

!

Silent Resistance in Malaysia: Changing Mindsets as New Radical Politics
This talk explores the future of radical politics in a bifurcated Malaysian society whereby
Islamization has paralyzed resistance. It argues that in an incapacitated public sphere, resistance has
to find new spaces and strategies. Drawing on theoretical innovations from inter-Asia paradigms and
evidence of popular religious and artistic practices in urban Malaysia, it makes a case on silent
resistance occurring at subterranean, every day and personal levels that reconfigures traditions long
in circulation in the (Southeast) Asian region as bearing promise for a renewal of mindsets as the
new basis for radical politics. That this is so is due to the ability to recover trans-ethnic and -cultural
and convivial pasts to render back a capacity for critical interrogation of hegemonic impositions on
self and community. Such quiet practices show that radical politics has to begin with mindful selftransformations.

!

!
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SPECIAL PANELS

!

Panel in Honour of Judith Nagata: Life-long Reflections on Ethnic and Religious
Identity Issues in Malaysia and Southeast Asia
Friday, 27 October 2017 | 11:00 am to 12:45 pm
Room 0001, Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building

!Judith Nagata’s research interests cover Southeast Asia, where she has conducted

extensive field and other research on Islam in Malaysia and Indonesia in its civil
and political forms. In 2011, she was a Senior Visiting Research Fellow Asian
Research Institute (ARI) in the National University of Singapore (NUS) as a
Senior Visiting Research Fellow. Currently, she is following trends in engaged
and humanistic Buddhism whose diasporic Buddhist organizations she continues
to track in Taiwan, Southeast Asia and Canada. Much of her work focuses on
religion, on the assumption that ‘religion’ encompasses a wide range of ethnic,
political, economic, business, social welfare, NGO and educational activities, media and cultural
production, with spirituality being but one component. She has published extensively on regional and
transnational religious and ethnic identity politics, focusing on their policy implications, for
multiculturalism and for foreign relations. The 33rd CCSEAS Conference honours Judith Nagata by
providing a special panel comprised of former and current students and colleagues to address how
Judith’s Southeast Asian scholarship and advocacy continue to shape their research.

!Chair: Alicia Turner

Panellists: Goh Beng Lan (National University of Singapore); Michael Stainton (York University);
Alicia Turner (York University); Judith Nagata (York University)

!

Panel in Honour of Penny Van Esterik: Life-long Advocate of Nurture and
Southeast Asian Studies
Friday, 27 October 2017 | 3:15pm to 5:00pm
Room 0001, Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building

Throughout her long and distinguished career, Penny Van Esterik’s Southeast
Asian research and advocacy initiatives have centred on the importance of
nurturing others – through material culture production, medical anthropology, and
food and nutrition studies. Recognized as one of the world’s leading breastfeeding
activists and feminist anthropologists, Penny has navigated rocky terrain
challenging modernity’s central tenet. In her research on nutrition, food security
and the challenges posed by HIV and to support breastfeeding, Penny has never
shirked from addressing controversial issues. As a founding member of the World
Alliance for Breastfeeding Action (WABA), Penny’s praxis has instigated
transformative change at the international level. This becomes evident in reviewing the list of her
publications translated into nearly a dozen languages. Penny’s lifelong commitment and her
insistence that relational reality is under-theorized have challenged anthropology’s devaluation of
care and nurture. The 33rd CCSEAS Conference honours Penny Van Esterik by providing a special
session comprised of former and current students and colleagues to address how Penny’s Southeast
Asian scholarship and advocacy continue to shape their research.

!Chair: Lynne Milgram

Panellists: Maggie MacDonald (York University); Lynne Milgram (OCAD University); Tiffany
Pollock (York University); Penny and John Van Esterik (York University)
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!

ASEAN and Canada at 50:
Common Fears and Common Hopes

!
!
Is the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) at 50 in decline or reaching full stride?
!
Where is the best fit between Canadian interests and the Association's agenda?
!
Is there common ground in navigating a strategic shift and great power rivalries?
!
!
A Roundtable Discussion with:
!
Petronila Garcia (Chair of ASEAN Committee of Ottawa;
Ambassador of the Philippines to Canada)
Teuku Faizasyah (Ambassador of Indonesia to Canada)
J. Ian Burchett (Director General Southeast Asia, Global Affairs Canada)
Stéphanie Martel (Postdoctoral Fellow, University of British Columbia)
Joshua Brown (Canada-ASEAN Business Council)

!

Chair/Moderator:
Paul Evans (University of British Columbia; former Co-CEO, The Asia Pacific Foundation)

!
!
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CONFERENCE PANEL THEMES

!
The conference is organized around six themes.
!

Theme A (Room 0013): Agrarian & Environmental Transformation (AET)
Theme B (Room 0004): Urbanism
Theme C (Room 0011): Migration & Place-Making
Theme D (Room 0009): Violence, Redemption & Religion
Theme E (Room 0005): Regionalism & Governance
Theme F (Room 0001): Keynote Speech, Honourary Panels & Screenings

!
!
!
!

THEME A: AGRARIAN & ENVIRONMENTAL
TRANSFORMATION (AET)

!!

Panel A1 | AET I: Land Grabbing
9:00 am to 10:45 am | Friday, 27 October 2017
Room 0013, Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building
Conveners: Derek Hall, Laura Schoenberger and Peter Vandergeest

!

The Journal of Peasant Studies (JPS) has published a special issue on Southeast Asia, co-edited by
Peter Vandergeest and Laura Schoenberger. It is the first JPS special issue on Southeast Asia in 30
years. The collection explores how scholarship on the region has decentered the land grab, and
includes an introductory essay on this theme by Laura Schoenberger, Derek Hall and Peter
Vandergeest. These panels (AET I-V) use the occasion of the publication of this special issue to
discuss both land grabbing in the region, and other key issues in contemporary agrarian and
environmental transformations.

!

What Happened When the Land Grab Came to Southeast Asia
Derek Hall (Wilfred Laurier University), Laura Schoenberger and Peter Vandergeest (York
University)
Problems in the Plantations: The Challenges and Limitations of Large-Scale Land
Concessions in Southern Laos and Northeastern Cambodia
Ian G. Baird (University of Wisconsin-Madison)
Conservation or Commercialization? Contested Landscapes in the Nam Ha National
Protected Area, Northern Laos
Karen McAllister (McGill University)
Japanese Overseas Agricultural Investments in Southeast Asia and China
Derek Hall (Wilfred Laurier University)

!
!
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!
Panel A2 | AET II: New Conservation Approaches
11 am to 12:45 pm | Friday, 27 October 2017
Room 0013, Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building
Conveners: Derek Hall, Laura Schoenberger and Peter Vandergeest

!

Politics of Resistance: Asserting Karen Identity through Protecting the Land in Karen State,
Burma
Sheila Htoo (York University)
Can Large-scale Conservation drive Green Grabs? The Case of Landscape Programs and
Biodiversity Corridors in Cambodia
Remy Chhem (University of Ottawa)
Conservation in Focus: Capturing the Payments for Ecosystem Services (PES) scheme
through Ecotourism and Camera-traps in Laos
Kyle Wagner (York University)

!
!

Panel A3 | Labour Market, Micro-finance & the Entrepreneurial State
3:15 pm to 5:00 pm | Friday, 27 October 2017
Room 0013, Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building
Chair: TBA

!

Malaysia's 1MDB Scandal: Financial Globalization as Unprecedented Graft
Trevor Preston (Centennial College)
Bridging Roles of Active Labour Market Programs and Vietnam Labour Market Policies
Thien-An Vo (University of Ottawa)
Grameen Social Business Equating Financing for Youth Entrepreneurs in Bangladesh
Kazi Rouf (York University)

!
!

Panel A4 | AET III: Agrarian Transition, Localities and Labour Transformation
9:00 am to 10:45 am | Saturday, 28 October 2017
Room 0013, Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building
Conveners: Derek Hall, Laura Schoenberger and Peter Vandergeest

!

Ecologies of Labour: A Regional Approach to Fisheries Work in Southeast Asia
Melissa Marschke (University of Ottawa) and Peter Vandergeest (York University)
From Sea to City: Agrarian Transition in Coastal Cambodia
Furqan Asif (University of Ottawa)
“Ready, Set, Go!” Une analyse multiscalaire de la mise en place d’inégalités socioéconomiques
dans la province de Luang Nam Tha, Laos.
Steve Déry (Université Laval), Lisa Hiwasaki (ICRAF-Vietnam), Vincent Rolland
(Université Laval), Somkhit Boulidam (Université nationale du Laos), Chansouk
Vanpheangphan (Université nationale du Laos)
Working Against the Current: The Challenges Facing Thai Civil Society Organizations in
Addressing Seafood-related Labour Issues
Yavanna Puts (Wageningen University) and Olivia Tran (University of Ottawa)
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Panel A5 | AET IV: States, Laws, Policies
11:00 am to 12:45 pm | Saturday, 28 October 2017
Room 0013, Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building
Conveners: Derek Hall, Laura Schoenberger and Peter Vandergeest

!

Land Control, Mining and Resource Extraction in Palawan Island, Philippines: When Laws
and Changing Ownership become the Weapons of the Rich
Dominique Caouette (Université de Montréal), Marjolaine Martel-Morin (Université de
Montréal) and Karen Bouchard (Université Laval)
Indonesian Land Reform, Then and Now
Tania Li (University of Toronto)
Indigenous Water Rules and Rights in the Kalinga Highlands of Northern Luzon, Philippines
Karen F. Bouchard (Université Laval)
A Critical Review of Resource Nationalism in Mining Sector in Indonesia
Arianto Sangadji (York University)

!
!

PANEL A6 | Frontiers, Flex Crops and Fickle Commodity Chains
1:45 pm to 3:00 pm | Saturday, 28 October 2017
Room 0013, Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building
Convener: Sarah Turner, McGill University

!

Across Southeast Asia’s frontiers, assemblages of national and global integration and regulation are
causing an intensification of capitalist relations. Commodity production is becoming increasingly
valourized over subsistence farming, and through a conjuncture of conditions including market
integration, land squeezes, erratic weather patterns, and state territorialisation, frontier farmers are
facing reduced livelihood choices and increasing competition. This panel interrogates different
elements of this expansion and intensification of capitalist relations, through case studies spanning
the Sino-Vietnamese borderlands to the northern Philippines. Focusing on four commodities with
ambiguous returns to farmers and traders, we first explore the questionable approach of the
Vietnamese state to promoting cinnamon as a cash crop to improve rural livelihoods. Second, we
analyze how perceived inadequate concerns for coffee quality in the northern Philippines have
given rise to entrepreneurial initiatives marketing “fairer-than-fair-trade” coffee. Third, we probe
the rationale that transports cardamom hundreds of miles from farmers in southern Yunnan, to then
return to be sold in neighbouring marketplaces. Finally, we engage with recent ‘flex crops’ debates
to analyze the boom and bust nature of star anise commodity chains originating in northern
Vietnam. In each case, our ethnographic fieldwork reveals new trajectories of power and resource
control.

!

Bastard Spice or the Champagne of Cinnamon? Vietnamese Cinnamomum Cassia and the
Global Market
Annuska Derks (University of Zurich)
Activating Alternatives in a Transnational Trade: Frontier Entrepreneurship and Coffee
Production in the Upland Northern Philippines
Lynne Milgram (OCAD University)
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!

There and Back Again: The Cultural Rootedness of Complexity in Commodity Chains of
Black Cardamom in Yunnan Province, China
Dylan Putzel (McGill University)
Flex Crops or Flex Livelihoods? The Story of Volatile Star Anise Commodity Chains in
Upland Northern Vietnam
Sarah Turner (McGill University)

!
!

PANEL A7 | Labour Control & Trafficking: Rules, Resources & Rescue in Myanmar
3:15 pm to 5 pm | Saturday, 28 October 2017
Room 0013, Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building
Chair: Peter Vandergeest
Labour Formalization as Selective Hegemony in Reform-era Myanmar
Stephen Campbell (Trent University)
Geographies of Labour on Myanmar’s Marine Resource Frontier
Ben Belton (Michigan State University), Melissa Marschke (University of Ottawa) and
Peter Vandergeest (York University)
From Trafficking to Post-Rescue: Insights from Burmese Fishers on Coercion and Deception
in the (Anti)Trafficking Processes
Olivia Tran (University of Ottawa), Melissa Marschke (University of Ottawa) and the Issara
Institute

!
!
!
!
THEME B: URBANISM
!!

Panel B1 | Off-Map Capitalism in Urban Southeast Asia
9:00 am to 10:45 am | Friday, 27 October 2017
Room 0004, Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building
Convener: Kenneth Cardenas, York University

!

Southeast Asia often appears in theory as a metonymic other, where patterns of social life are
described by way of contrast against modal forms defined elsewhere. Its capitalisms appear as
‘ersatz’ or ‘crony’ variants; its cities, as examples of ‘pseudo-urbanization’ (e.g. Yoshihara, 1988;
Kang, 2002; McGee, 1971). Yet in hindsight the aberrations its cases present are prescient of
broader trends. Ersatz capitalism approximates the non-productive, ‘financialized’ or ‘dispossessive’
forms of accumulation that have taken hold globally since the 1980s. Pseudo-urbanization likewise
finds echoes in speculation-driven building booms today: but instead of excess labour, it is excess
capital ‘crowding’ into, and ‘idled’ within, cities. If Southeast Asia is seriously appreciated as a site
of theorizing the relationship between capitalism and the urban today, what questions and lessons
might it offer?

!

The papers on this panel address this core question through these themes:
• exploring how non-market, market and capitalist relations are being mobilized,
Page 2# 0

reproduced, transformed and/or resisted in the production of urban space;
• surfacing the role played by its cities in the structure and development of global capitalism
in the present moment; and
• thinking critically about the position of Southeast Asian studies along new ‘roots and
routes’ and the ‘provincializing’ of theory (Robinson, 2006; Roy, 2009).
The Multiple, Malleable Meanings of Land Banking: Property Development and the Rise of
Philippine-nationality Conglomerates, 2001-Present
Kenneth Cardenas (York University)
Spaces of Capitalism, Spaces of the State: Urban Administrative Changes under Rapid
Urbanization
Michael Leaf (University of British Columbia)
Global Circulations of the ‘Malaysia Model’
Sarah Moser (McGill University)
Resisting Revanchist Transport Planning: Motorbike Taxi Mobilities in Hanoi, Vietnam
Sarah Turner (McGill University)
Hanoi’s ‘Ghost’ New Urban Areas: Beyond the Ecstatic Urban Property Market Scene
Danielle Labbé (Université de Montréal); Clément Musil (Paris Belleville Architecture
School); Olivier Jacques (McGill University)

!
!

Panel B2 | Disparate Cities: Navigating Urban Exclusion in Northern Vietnam
11:00 am to 12:45 pm | Friday, 27 October 2017
Room 0004, Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building
Convener: Noelani Eidse (McGill University)

!

In recent years, state-led development in Vietnam has initiated rapid and unprecedented change in
cities across the country. Through large-scale master plans and urban governance strategies, the
Vietnamese state exerts rigid and narrow visions for progress. As a result, Vietnam’s urban centres
are becoming sites of magnified exclusion. With this context in mind, our panel untangles processes
of urban inclusion and exclusion, focusing on three urban sites in Northern Vietnam: Hanoi, Lào
Cai and Cao Bâng. Within Hanoi (pop. 7.5 million), Vietnam’s capital, street vendors renegotiate
urban access on a daily basis, as municipal governance strategies position informal traders as ‘out of
place’ in the city. At the same time, the city’s youth navigate urban space at the intersection of two
transitions: the shift from adolescence to adulthood and transformations in Hanoi’s urban fabric.
Similarly, in the provincial city of Lào Cai (pop. 120,000), local perceptions of urban space are
changing alongside the city’s rapid physical transformations. In the upland city of Cao Bâng (pop.
84,000) state planning and citizen activities interact, creating urban spaces that blur lines between
‘public’ and ‘private’. Together, these studies highlight the everyday ways in which stakeholders
experience, perceive and negotiate disparate urban change in Northern Vietnam.

!

Renegotiating Urban Citizenship: Street Vending, State Sanctions and the Contest for Hanoi’s
Public Spaces
Noelani Eidse (McGill University)
Alternative Realities: Negotiating Urban Space Use in Cao Bang
Ammar Adenwala (McGill University)

!
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!

New Urban Form in Lào Cai: Characteristics, Perception, and Negotiation of the Urban Form
in a Provincial Town in Northern Vietnam
Isabelle Gagnon (Université du Québec à Montréal)
Hanoi, Vietnam: A City of Youth, or a City for Youth?
Madeleine Hykes (McGill University)

!
!

Panel B3 | Community Vulnerabilities to Climate Change in Secondary Cities I
3:15 pm to 5:00 pm | Friday, 27 October 2017
Room 0004, Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building
Chair: Amrita Daniere (University of Toronto)

!

Drawing upon the case studies of various secondary cities in Southeast Asia, the panels will discuss
how climate change affects local communities and how they cope with, and adapt to, environmental
shocks. The panels will present and compare findings from the Urban Climate Resilience in
Southeast Asia (UCRSEA) partnership. Adopting mainly a political ecology framework and a
critical perspective on development, the panels will discuss how environmental hazards, such as
floods and droughts, are unevenly spread over urban space. In a context of rapid urban growth, the
panels will discuss how local governance (or the inadequacy of thereof) influences inequalities in
exposure and the ability to withstand environmental shocks. Specifically, the panels will focus on
how local residents of vulnerable areas respond to these environmental dynamics. How are their
livelihoods affected by these changes? How do they take advantage of the spatial change—and,
more importantly—who is able to take advantage of it? What are the local trends in migration
patterns as a consequence of the global change?

!

Farmlands and the Environment in Lao Cai, Vietnam
Gwenn Pulliat (University of Toronto)
The Cascading Impacts of Migration and Environmental Challenges: Experiences of
Myanmar Labour Migrants in Phuket, Thailand
Angelica De Jesus (University of Toronto)
Do Experts' Image Perceptions Impact their Policy and Decision Making?
Katherine Laycock and Carrie L. Mitchell (University of Waterloo)
Discussant: Carrie Mitchell (University of Waterloo)

!
!

Panel B4 | Community Vulnerabilities to Climate Change in Secondary Cities II
9:00 am to 10:45 am | Saturday, 28 October 2017
Room 0004, Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building
Chair: Amrita Daniere (University of Toronto)

!

The Politics of Spatial Arrangement, Urbanization and Climate Change: Case Study from
Battambang, Cambodia
Try Thuon (Royal University of Phnom Penh)
Drought Vulnerabilities and Water Consumption Patterns in Khon Kaen, Thailand
Taylor Whitfield (University of Toronto)

!
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!

Social and Environmental Safeguards in the Dawei Special Economic Zone in Myanmar
Tammy Chou (University of Toronto)

!
!

Panel B5 | Urban Transformation & Urban Heritage in Vietnam, Indonesia & China
11:00 am to 12:45 pm | Saturday, 28 October 2017
Room 0004, Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building
Chair: TBA

!

From Citizen’s Initiative to Social Enterprise: The Emergence of Cooperative Management of
Housing in Hanoi, Vietnam
Valerie Fortin (Université de Montréal)
The Integration of Private and Public Realms in Local Community: The Production of
Malled-kampung as Emerging Urban Element in Surabaya
Raja Jusmartinah (University of Auckland)
The Commercialization of Heritage Buildings in Harbin
Jing Xu (York University)

!
!

Panel B6 | Political Communication & Social Media
1:45 pm to 3:00 pm | Saturday, 28 October 2017
Room 0004, Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building
Chair: TBA

!

Cyber-urban Spaces, Social Media, and Contemporary Activism in Southeast Asia
Merlyna Lim (Carleton University)
Posting Tradition: the Role of Facebook in Constructing Community in Indonesia
Jessika Tremblay (University of Toronto)
Charting the Radio Boom in the Philippines, 1948 - 1990: Rural Development, Mass
Communication, and the Nation Building Project
Teilhard Paradela (University of British Columbia)

!
!

Panel B7 | New Politics & Activism in Indonesian Cities
3:15 pm to 5:00 pm | Saturday, 28 October 2017
Room 0004, Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building
Convenor: Rita Padawangi (Singapore University of Social Sciences)
Chair: Merlyn Lim (Carlton University)

!

How does social activism relate with urban democracy? Democratization movements in Malaysia,
Indonesia and the Philippines in the past two decades have brought about political reforms on the
national level. While reform outcomes have evolved over time, urbanization in these three countries
has also been on the rise, along with devolvement of decision-making powers and electoral politics
to the city level. Despite urban centres’ roles in activism and democratization, the relationship
between activism and urban democracy remains under-examined. Urban democracy entails
reflexive and possibly dialectical relationship between space and society. Examining the
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relationship between activism and urban democracy necessitates connecting democratization and
social action with the social production and construction of space. The closeness between physical
and mediated spaces in the city and the processes in which these spaces are produced and
constructed may make cities fertile grounds for social activism and democracy. This closeness may
also make cities fertile grounds in dismissing democracy in the name of progress, as is observed in
seemingly unstoppable urban developmentalism in the region. This panel features three papers on
the interconnectedness between social activism and urban democracy. Together, they contribute to
deepen understandings of social movements and democratization in urbanizing Southeast Asia.

!

Social Activism and Democratization in Urban Indonesia
Rita Padawangi (Singapore University of Social Sciences)
The Escalation of Hate: Social Media and Death during the Time of Elections
Ario Seto (Goethe Universität Frankfurt)
Politics of Public Space in Jakarta
Kelvin Yudianto (Ohio University)

!
!
!
!
THEME C: MIGRATION & PLACE-MAKING
!
!

Panel C1 | Diaspora Practices & Imaginations of Development Alternatives
9:00 am to 10:45 am | Friday, 27 October 2017
Room 0011, Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building
Convener: Philip Kelly (York University)
This panel brings together studies being conducted under the Canada-Philippines Alternative
Transnational Economies Project. The project seeks to trace the ways in which the Filipino diaspora
in Canada engages with the Philippines through alternative economic practices. Such practices are
alternative in the sense that they operate through logics of love, care and sharing, rather than private
accumulation. Specific practices include philanthropic fundraising, collective remittances,
volunteerism, and care work networks. The studies presented here involve research in both Canada
and the Philippines, and range across several disciplinary approaches.

!

Theorizing Alternative Transnational Economies between Canada and the Philippines
Philip Kelly (York University)
Accumulation through Philanthropy: Mapping Spaces of Power and Capital in GK Villages in
Central Luzon, Philippines
Arnisson Andrew C. Ortega and Sabrina Nikki F. Ramos (University of the Philippines)
Rallying Support for the Alma Mater: Alumni Giving among Transnational Filipinos
Maruja Asis (Scalabrini Migration Center)
An Analysis of Remittance Behavior using Home and Host Country Data
Thea Basilio (University of the Philippines)

!
!
!
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!

Diaspora Philanthropy and Volunteering Within Alternative Transnational Solidarity
Networks in Post-Disaster Recovery: The Case of Housing and Resettlement in Post-Yolanda
Tacloban City, Philippines
Leonora C. Angeles and Mary Grace Alindogan Agapito (University of British Columbia)

!
!

Panel C2 | Alternative Economies & Transitional Solidarities through Film
11 am to 12:45 pm | Friday, 27 October 2017
Room 0011, Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building
Convener: Philip Kelly (York University)

!

This panel session is convened to discuss the intersection of research and activism in defining and
analyzing economies that operate on the basis of gifts, charity and solidarity. Of particular interest
for this panel is video documentation as a research method wherein public awareness may be a goal
shared by both the researcher and the research participant. Video documentation can also be
mobilized as an artistic medium to make research findings accessible to audiences not traditionally
included in discourses of social change. Research using video documentation can further
participants’ goals and the goals of public scholarship more broadly. At the same time, there are
limits and constraints to video documentation in research including what can be asked and how to
analyze findings. The panel brings together researchers who have created short video documentaries
as part of the research outputs for the Canada-Philippines Alternative Transnational Economies
(ATE) Project.

!

Gaze of a Filipinx Voluntourist: When the Second Generation goes 'Home' for Social Change
Melissa Gibson Villanueva (Canada-Philippines Alternative Transnational Economies
project)
Gift-Commodity Entanglements: (In)Formalizing Regulation in a Transnational Philippine
Market Trade
Lynne Milgram (OCAD University)
Diaspora Solidarities: Kutitap and the Alitaptap Collective
Chaya Go (York University)
Planning and Capacity-Building for Solidarity Economies: The Case of Migrante in Canada
and the Philippines
Nora Angeles (University of British Columbia)

!
!

PANEL C3 | Returnees, Voices & Politics of Care
3:15 pm to 5:00 pm | Friday, 27 October 2017
Room 0011, Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building
Chair: TBA

!

Minority Tongues in the Diaspora
Dana Osborne (Ryerson University)
In a Hopeful and Rugged Terrain: Jakarta through the Experiences of Migrant Returnee
Women
Kilim Park (University of British Columbia)
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!

Situating the Care Force – Connecting the Dots through the Singapore Core and Periphery
Chang So Young (The Graduate Institute, Geneva and German Institute of Global and Area
Studies)

!
!

PANEL C4 | Contemporary History of Vietnam & the Changing Identities of Vietnamese
Diasporas
9:00 am to 10:45 am | Saturday, 28 October 2017
Room 0001, Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building
Convener: Julie Nguyen (Canada Vietnam Society)
Chair/Discussant: Bryon Wilfert
With recent increasing importance of Vietnam in Southeast Asia economically and geopolitically,
contemporary Vietnamese history has been re-examined (such as Goscha 2015), with research
emphases being placed on the implications of the disputes in the South China Sea, the changing
identities and roles of the Vietnamese diasporas, and the significance of leadership that have shaped
modern Vietnam, mainly Ho Chi Minh. This panel will look at (1) why Vietnam will continue to be
an important country in the middle-power ASEAN, (2) how the identity of the Vietnamese diaspora
has evolved from refugees to economic migrants, and the implications for Canada’s foreign policy,
and (3) Ho Chi Minh’s leadership will be explored through an anthology on peace, democracy and
gender equality, which will be introduced for the first time in the West.

!

Introduced in the West for the First Time: Selected Works of Ho Chi Minh on Peace,
Democracy and Gender Equality
Julie Nguyen (Canada Vietnam Society)
The Changing Identities and Roles of the Vietnamese Diaspora: Implications for Canada’s
Domestic Politics and Foreign Policy
Luis Silva (Centennial College)
Violent Entrepreneurship as Political Practice: Empowering the Binh Xuyen during the
Decolonization of Vietnam
Kevin Li (University of California, Berkeley)
Vietism: Human Rights and the New Vietnamese
Trinh M. Luu (University of California, Berkeley)

!
!

PANEL C5 | Migrant Vulnerability from a Comparative Perspective
11:00 am to 12:45 pm | Saturday, 28 October 2017
Room 0011, Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building
Convener: Zachariah Su (McGill University)
Chair/Discussant: Rhacel Salazar Parreñas (University of Southern California)

!

This panel will focus on the vulnerability of temporary, migrant workers in Southeast Asia and
among Southeast Asians. Migrant vulnerability has been posited to assume structural and cultural
forms, and the vulnerability of the migrant is seen in their socially constructed powerlessness within
a power structure which constitutionally distinguishes between nationals and non-nationals,
according nationals of a population with the ability to make and enforce rules (Bustamante 2002).
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!

The panel will present Southeast Asia, not only as both migrant-sender and migrant-receiver, but
also as migrants themselves. As such, papers in this panel will explore migrant vulnerability through
presentations on Southeast Asian migrant-sending states, migrant-receiving host countries, and
migrant workers. Specifically, papers will present the cases of Singapore, as a migrant receiving
state, in comparison with Canada; the Philippines as a migrant-sending state; and the experiences of
Filipino and Filipina migrant workers employed in Canada and Japan. Through these presentations,
the panel will discuss migrant vulnerability and how it comes to be produced in the context of
Southeast Asia as well as among Southeast Asian migrant workers in other regional contexts.
Broadly, the panel will discuss questions on whether or not similar or different patterns of migrant
vulnerability can be seen across and beyond Southeast Asia, on how state-society relations affect
the contextual production of migrant vulnerability, and ultimately whether or not such a
comparative exercise of migrant vulnerability can be done.

!

The Policies and Politics of Singaporean and Canadian Non-Ratification of the ICMW
Zachariah Su (McGill University)
Undocumented Filipino Migrant Labour in Canada: An Assessment of Undocumented
Migrants’ Trajectories of Precariousness through Oral Life Histories
Ethel Tungohan (York University)
Religious Organizations and Migrant Rights: The Case of the Jesuits in Japan and the
Philippines
Kazue Takamura (McGill University) and Erik Martinez Kuhonta (McGill University)
How Migration and Ethnic Diversity Undermine Social Trust: the Competing Roles of Civic,
Ethnic, and Class Identities
Kai Ostwald (University of British Columbia) and Guillem Riambau (Yale UniversityNational University of Singapore)

!
!

PANEL C6 | Southeast Asian Migration Infrastructures: Indonesia & Vietnam
1:45 pm to 3:00 pm | Saturday, 28 October 2017
Room 0011, Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building
Convenors: Danièle Bélanger (Université Laval) and Rachel Silvey (University of
Toronto)

!

This panel takes inspiration from the work of Xiang and Lindquist (2014) to explore and theorize
emerging ‘migration infrastructures’ and the strategies that individual migrants and migrant
households from Indonesia and Vietnam use to navigate them. The four papers in the panel provide
ethnographic insights into the organization and structure of lived migration pathways. The first
paper will analyze how Indonesian domestic workers from West Java to the United Arab Emirates
are involved in serial migration patterns, shaped by laws and policies that keep them moving in
itinerant fashion from one precarious job to the next. The second paper looks at the way Vietnamese
households engage in migration practices that shift according to their households’ evolving care
needs; their flexibility reflects their lived experience of navigating transnational and trans-local
migration regimes. The third paper analyzes how Vietnamese migrant domestic workers in Taiwan
confront several aspects of migration infrastructure: i) labour codes; ii) debt loads; and iii) labour
brokerages. The fourth paper explores the ways that Chinese Indonesians use existing migration
infrastructures in Indonesia, and simultaneously avoid the larger, state-regulated migration schemes
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to facilitate their overseas mobilities. As a whole, the panel explores the conference theme of
‘people in and out of place’ through ethnographic attention to the dynamics of migrants’ lives as
they shape, and are shaped by, migration infrastructures.

!

Gendering Relocation: Indonesian Migrant Labour in the Transnational City
Rachel Silvey (University of Toronto)

!

Caring and Earning across Space and Over Generations: Trans-local/Transnational
Households in Vietnam
Danièle Bélanger (Université Laval) and Guillaume Haemmerli (Université Laval)
Empowerment and Exploitation: The Migrant Institution and Working Conditions of
Vietnamese Domestic Workers in Taiwan
Naoko Sunai (Hitotsubashi University)
‘Infrastructures of Escort’ in the Shadows of the State: Chinese Indonesian Migrants use of
Agents as Migration Infrastructure
Emily Hertzman (University of Toronto)

!
!
!
!
THEME D: VIOLENCE, REDEMPTION & RELIGION
!
!

Panel D2 | Narrating, Representing and Reconstituting Trauma and Memory in PostDisaster Landscapes
11 am to 12:45 pm | Friday, 27 October 2017
Room 0009, Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building
Convener: Tomoe Otsuki (Independent Scholar)

!

Our panel explores how particular individuals, agents and communities respond to disasters, be it
natural or manmade, and represent and reconstitute trauma and post-disaster landscapes in
Indonesia, Korea and Japan, employing a wide range of theoretical frameworks and sources. Otsuki
discusses the ghost stories of those who died in 3/11 tsunami in Northeast Japan and inquires how
the ghosts point to other ways of constructing cultural trauma and resisting the national narrative of
recovery in the post-disaster communities. Melchiori examines how the Japanese artist group ChimPomengages the socially and politically repressed issue of radiation in post-3/11 Japan and visually
translates the ongoing catastrophe in Fukushima into the public space. Kal examines how the visual
images witnessing the 2014 Sewol ferry tragedy not merely depict it but help establish a basis for
critical inquiries and participate in massive popular protests against the former government in South
Korea. Finally, Rico explores the critical role that heritage expertise has in mediating the process of
healing in post-2004 tsunami Banda Ache, Indonesia and discusses the distinction between histories
that can be heritagized and histories that resist heritagization. In this interdisciplinary panel, we will
dialogically engage with inter-Asia perspectives of trauma and social justice.

!

Heritage as witness: disaster legacies in post-tsunami Banda Aceh, Indonesia
Trinidad Rico (Rutgers University)

!
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!

Images and Trauma in the Sewol Ferry Disaster
Hong Kal (York University)
Memento Mori: Narrating the ghosts and constructing cultural trauma of 3.11 in Northeast
Japan
Tomoe Otsuki (Independent scholar)
Chim-Pom’s Real Times and Curating History
Stella Melchiori (Independent Scholar)

!
!

PANEL D3 | Violence, Recollections & Survivors
3:15 pm to 5:00 pm | Friday, 27 October 2017
Room 0009, Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building
Chair: TBA

!

Carving a Space: Women Survivors of 1965-66 Political Genocide in Indonesia
Ayu Ratih (University of British Columbia)
The Truth behind the New Society of the Marcos Regime: Under Philippine Martial Law as
perceived by a Martial Law Baby
Ma. Gemma Roxas-Rojales (De La Salle University)
Where Do Survivors Sleep in the Aftermath of a Disaster? Sleeping Pathways as a Proxy for
Social Networks, Vulnerability, Prejudice and Identity in Cagayan de Oro, Philippines
Christine Gibb (University of Toronto)
Voicing Trauma of Displacement as depicted by Nadeem Aslam in Maps for Lost Lovers
Tayyaba Fatima (Government College, Women’s University) & Naheed Qadir (Government
Degree College for Women, Chak Jhumra)

!
!

PANEL D5 | Circulation of Devotion: Selfhood & Religiosity
11 am to 12:45 pm | Saturday, 28 October 2017
Room 0009, Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building
Chair: TBA

!

How Effective are International Development Agencies in the Protection, Conservation and
Presentation of Cambodian Heritage Places
Sarah Youngblutt (University of Leiden)
God Moves: Religion and Migration in Urban Southeast Asia
Teresita Criuz-del Rosario (National University of Singapore)
Reflections of Emotion: Multi-vocal Video Cued Ethnography in Indonesia
Francesca Pase (University of Georgia)

!
!

ROUNDTABLE D6 | 20 Years after Krismon: Indonesia's Economic Change in the
Aftermath of Financial Aggression
1:45 pm to 3:00 pm | Saturday, 28 October 2017
Room 0009, Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building
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!
!

Convener: Jacob Nerenberg (University of Toronto)

Scholars have interpreted Indonesia’s post-New Order years as an uncertain time of postauthoritarian democratization. Authors have attended to enduring patterns of oligarchic economic
power, and to the implementation of neoliberal governance reforms (Hadiz & Robison 2013, Li
2007). Still, the hegemonic analytic of democratization makes it difficult to theorize the two
decades since Reformasi as something other than a failed transition, whose causes are internal to the
nation-state. This roundtable seeks new analytic narratives more attentive to relations between the
Indonesian economy and international capital and financial institutions. It situates the current
moment in the Indonesian economy by looking back to work on Krismon, the financial crisis that
precipitated Suharto’s fall. It attends to issues such as Krismon’s damage to manufacturing and
boost to primary production (Fukuchi 2000); the IMF’s dismantling of state capacity to control
prices and fund infrastructure (Yonekura 2005); and the wider Southeast Asian context in which
countries such as Malaysia avoided the worst of the crisis through capital and currency controls
(Hudson 2010). Such ideas provide a basis to reinterpret phenomena including: renewed politics of
rent seeking; uneven geography of extractive frontiers; infrastructure investment in relation to
decentralization; or urban real estate speculation and religious politics.

!

Roundtable Participants:
Jacob Nerenberg (University of Toronto)
Ahmad Fuad Fanani (University of Toronto)
Abidin Kusno (York University)
Hasriadi Masalam (University of Alberta)
Arianto Sangadji (York University)

!
!
!
!
THEME E: REGIONALISM & GOVERNANCE
!
!

ROUNDTABLE E1 | In and Around the Sea/s of Southeast Asia I: ASEAN and Regional
Maritime Issues
9:00 am to 10:45 am | Friday, 27 October 2017
Room 0005, Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building
Convener: Venilla Rajaguru (York University)

!

The purpose of this roundtable is to bring together researchers who straddle the academic and intergovernmental sectors together with other significant scholars to analyze legal, political and
sociological dimensions of comprehensive security in the Southeast Asian region. It is particularly
relevant as Canada is celebrating 40 years of partnership this year with the intergovernmental
Southeast Asian organization ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) and Canada is
currently implementing C$235 million a year as developmental and security assistance for ASEAN
member states, of which $14 million is geared for security infrastructural development. It is now a
good time to engage in research and knowledge-sharing on security threats of this region and trace
its inter-linkages to global security to be able to address both regional and international concerns in
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a timely manner. This roundtable marks a step in this epistemic direction of knowledge pathways to
peace and security.

!

ASEAN at 50: Can it handle the South China Sea issue?
Nguyen Hung Son (Embassy of Vietnam in Canada)
Towards Peace and Security in the South China Sea: Bilateral or Multilateral Solution?
Julie Nguyen (Canada Vietnam Society)
Fragmentation of International Legal Norms and Institutional Authority in the Philippines v.
China Case
Lorenzo Fiorito (University of Geneva)

!

Discussants: David Dewitt (York University), David Welch (University of Waterloo) and Sorpong
Peou (Ryerson University)

!
!

ROUNDTABLE E2 | In and Around the Sea/s of Southeast Asia II: Global Security and
Inter-Regional Issues
11 am to 12:45 pm | Friday, 27 October 2017
Room 0005, Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building
Convener: Venilla Rajaguru (York University)

!

Terrorism In and Around the Islands of Southeast Asia
Venilla Rajaguru (York University)
West Philippine Sea (South China Sea), One Belt-One Road and Chinese Cyberspace
Sovereignty: Political and Economic Security Dimensions
Rommel Gavieta (Intelligence Service Armed Forces of the Republic of the Philippines)
Canada’s Opportunity through Active Engagement with Regional Networks
Luis Silva (Centennial College)

!

Discussants: David Dewitt (York University), David Welch (University of Waterloo) and Sorpong
Peou (Ryerson University)

!
!

PANEL E3 | Global Timor-Leste: Comparative Perspectives on Southeast Asia's Newest
Nation
3:15 pm to 5:00 pm | Friday, 27 October 2017
Room 0005, Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building
Convener: David Webster (Bishop’s University)

!

Since the restoration of independence of Timor-Leste (East Timor) in 2002, a small field of TimorLeste studies has emerged, complete with its own academic association, conferences and
institutions. The new field has come to be dominated by Australian voices, though Timorese
scholarship and agency are increasingly coming to the fore. The Association of Asian Studies has
even launched a Timor-Leste initiative. The TL studies field has been remarkably successful in
creating and disseminating knowledge about Southeast Asia's newest country, thereby contributing
to the success of Timorese nation-building. Yet the field is also divorced from the study of other
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parts of Southeast Asia. This roundtable panel features emerging and experienced Canadian scholars
(including three graduate students) looking at Timor-Leste in comparative global perspective.
Topics include migration, health policy, food security, music, historical memory, and comparative
nationalism. In each case, presenters draw on previous research in other regions or employ
comparative frameworks to relate developments in Timor-Leste to developments in other regions.
In sum, the presenters tie Timor-Leste studies to global comparisons in order to broaden the field.

!

Truth and Reconciliation Processes in Timor-Leste, Indonesia and the Solomon Islands
David Webster (Bishop’s University)

!

Negotiating Pathways to Prosperity: the Experience of Rural to Urban Migrants in Timor
Leste
Susana Barnes (Monash University and University of Saskatchewan)
Does Local Management Contribute to Ecological and Human Community Wellbeing? A
Timor-Leste Case Study
Cintia Gillam (Saint Mary’s University)
Cuban Health Care Collaboration in Timor-Leste: Development Outlier or a Fit for the New
Deal?
Chris Walker (Saint Mary’s University)
Third World Colonialism and Strategies of Liberation: Eritrea and East Timor Compared
Awet Weldemichael (Queen’s University)

!
!

PANEL E4 | ASEAN Community, Precarity & the Diplomatic Culture of Security
9:00 am to 10:45 pm | Saturday, 28 October 2017
Room 0005, Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building
Chair: TBA

!

Evaluating the ASEAN Community
Shaun Narine (St. Thomas University)
ASEAN’s Diplomatic and Security Culture through the Prism of Practice
Stéphanie Martel (University of British Columbia)
Returning from Regional to National: The Role of Domestic Political Legitimation in
Reducing Labour Migration Precarity within ASEAN
Tommy Koh (Johns Hopkins University)

!
!

PANEL E5 | Decentralizing Myanmar: Challenges & Lessons
11:00 am to 12:45 am | Saturday, 28 October 2017
Room 0005, Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building
Convener: Kai Oswald (University of British Columbia)

!

Decentralizing Myanmar: Challenges & Lessons
Kai Oswald (University of British Columbia)
Federalism, Freedom and Fear-Mongering: Democratization and Violent Conflict in Rakhine
State, Myanmar
Naveeda Hussain (University of Toronto)
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The Effects of Misinformation on Violence Episodes in Rakhine and Mandalay Regions
Drew Boyd (Sentinel for Genocide Prevention)

!
!

ROUNDTABLE E6 | Regionalization & a New Authoritarianism in Southeast Asia
1:45 pm to 3:00 pm | Saturday, 28 October 2017
Room 0005, Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building
Convenor: Peter Vandergeest (York University)

!

Participants in this roundtable will address how the global trend toward a new populist
authoritarianism has manifested in Southeast Asia, and how these intersect with cross border and
regionalization processes. Anti-democratic, ethno-nationalist, populist and violent state practices
have become increasingly prominent across the region, most dramatically in the populist approach
to government taken by the military in Thailand after the overthrow of a democratic government,
but also in other countries. Examples include the extra-judicial killings authorized in the
Philippines, the state-sanctioned violence directed against the Rohingya in Myanmar, and the
increasingly authoritarian and personality-centered rule of Hun Sen in Cambodia. This roundtable
will explore the characteristics and implications of the new authoritarianism in Southeast Asia
through both papers focused on specific governments, and on regionalization and cross border
processes. Some questions include: how have civil society organizations aligned themselves in
alliance with, or opposed to authoritarianism and violence. What specific groups are targeted, and
why? How does authoritarianism intersect with other key social and political processes such as deagrarianization, economic growth, and extractive development projects. What role can activistacademics take in relation to new authoritarianism?

!

On the Philippines
Dominique Caouette (Université de Montréal)
Populist Nationalism, Neoliberal Authoritarianism, and (Non)resistance Movements in the
Philippines
Christopher John Chanco (York University)
Flirting with Religion and Populism in Indonesia
Jacques Bertrand (University of Toronto)
The Effacement of Human Rights in Thailand and the Philippines
Erik Martinez Kuhonta (McGill University)
Current Authoritarianism in Cambodia: New Stakes or Same Old Story?
Gabriel Fauveaud (Université de Montréal)
Environmental Justice and Populist Authoritarianism in Vietnam
Nga Dao (York University)
On Myanmar
Alicia M. Turner (York University)

!
Panel E7 | Empire, Desire & Formation of Identity: Europe, China & the Ethnic Chinese
3:15 pm to 5:00 pm | Saturday, 28 October 2017
Room 0005, Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building
Chair: TBA

!
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Archived Sentiment/Resentment over the Founding of Singapore: Linking Colonial Emotions
to Trade Routes and Ethnic Diversity
Jean Michel Montsion (York University)
“Of Respectable Character and Desirous of British Naturalization”: The Making of the SinoBritish Subject in Colonial Burma, c. 1895-1930
Yeo Siew Han (University of Toronto)
“It Doesn’t Matter what UNESCO does, because in Thirty Years this will all be Chinese
Anyway”: The Changing Faces of Luang Prabang
Phill Wilcox (University of London, Goldsmiths)

!
!
!
THEME F: HONOURARY PANELS & SCREENINGS
!
!

Panel F2 | Honouring the Work of Judith Nagata: Life-long Reflections on Ethnic and
Religious Identity Issues in Malaysia and Southeast Asia
11:00 am to 12:45 pm | Friday, 27 October 2017
Room 0001, Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building
Convener: Alicia Turner (York University)

!

Judith Nagata’s research interests cover Southeast Asia, where she has conducted extensive field
and other research on Islam in Malaysia and Indonesia in its civil and political forms. In 2011, she
was a Senior Visiting Research Fellow Asian Research Institute (ARI) in the National University of
Singapore (NUS) as a Senior Visiting Research Fellow. Currently, she is following trends in
engaged and humanistic Buddhism whose diasporic Buddhist organizations she continues to track
in Taiwan, Southeast Asia and Canada. Much of her work focuses on religion, on the assumption
that ‘religion’ encompasses a wide range of ethnic, political, economic, business, social welfare,
non-governmental and educational activities, media and cultural production, with spirituality being
but one component. She has published extensively on regional and transnational religious and
ethnic identity politics, focusing on their policy implications, for multiculturalism and for foreign
relations. The CCSEAS 2017 Conference honours Judith Nagata by providing a special panel
comprised of former and current students and colleagues to address how Judith’s Southeast Asian
scholarship and advocacy continue to shape their research.

!

Panellists: Goh Beng Lan (National University of Singapore), Michael Stainton (York University),
Alicia Turner (York University) and Judith Nagata (York Univerity)

!
!

PANEL F3 | Honouring the Work of Penny Van Esterik: Life-long Advocate of Nurture
and Southeast Asian Studies
3:15 pm to 5:00 pm | Friday, 27 October 2017
Room 0001, Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building
Conveners: Lynne Milgram (OCAD University) and Lisa Drummond (York University)

!

Throughout her long and distinguished career, Penny Van Esterik’s Southeast Asian research and
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her advocacy initiatives have centred on the importance of nurturing others—through material
culture production, medical anthropology, and food and nutrition studies. Recognized as one of the
world’s leading breastfeeding activists and feminist anthropologists, Penny has navigated rocky
terrain challenging modernity’s central tenet. In her research on nutrition, food security and the
challenges posed by HIV and to support breastfeeding, Penny has never shirked from addressing
controversial issues. As a founding member of WABA (World Alliance for Breastfeeding Action
1991), Penny’s praxis has instigated transformative change at the international level. This becomes
evident in reviewing the list of her publications translated into nearly a dozen languages. Penny’s
lifelong commitment and her insistence that relational reality is under-theorized have challenged
anthropology’s devaluation of care and nurture.
Panellists: Maggie McDonald (York University); Lynne Milgram (OCAD University); Tiffany
Pollock (York University); Penny and John Van Esterik (York University) on Penny's Projects

!
!

SCREENING F5 | Documentary Films: Leaving Bodeng (Cambodia) & Pag-baylo: Losing
the Land to Solar Farms (Philippines)
11:00 am to 12:45 pm | Saturday, 28 October 2017
Room 0001, Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building

!

Thomas Prudhomme, (Université de Montréal) – Co-producer: Pag-baylo
Lisa Muszynski, Mathieu Pagé, Melissa Bensiali Hadaud (Université de Montréal) – Co-producers:
Leaving Bodeng

!

For six years now, the Third World Studies Center (TWSC) of the College of Social Sciences and
Philosophy, UP Diliman and the Department of Political Science of Université de Montréal
produced documentaries that tell the stories of the lives and struggles of Filipinos at the unmarked
margins of society. This year, two new documentaries were produced, one in Cambodia and one in
the Philippines. Leaving Bodeng documents the last days of the about-to-be evicted occupants of the
iconic White Building in Phnom Penh, while Pag-baylo: Losing the Land to Solar Farms brings to
light the deft manoeuvers by big landowners to convert vast tracts of land that are meant for
distribution to its tenants into solar farms.

!
!

SCREENING F6 | Documentary Film: Devil Shadow on Tattoo
Koes Yuliadi, Institut Seni Indonesia Yogyakarta
1:45 pm to 3:00 pm | Saturday, 28 October 2017
Room 0001, Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building

!

Indonesian people have negative judgments of people who have tattoos on their bodies. In the 1980s
there were mysterious shootings, which were the government’s way of cautioning people who
committed crimes. Most of the shooting victims were men who had tattoos on their bodies.
However, at the end of 1990s, tattoos became part of the arts and began to attract some young
Indonesian people. The Indonesian cities that have tattoo outlets are situated in Bandung, Jakarta,
Jogjakarta and Denpasar (Bali). Kuta Beach, for example, which is one of the entertainment centres
for tourism activities in Bali, has many tattoo outlets around Legian. Tattoos on the body are
becoming common and interesting scenery. There are some interesting motifs such as the typical
Balinese tattoo figures called Barong and Rangda. Barong is a figure shaped like a lion, while
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Rangda is based on the image of a wizard who has canine teeth and glaring red eyes. Barong and
Rangda in Balinese philosophy have both good and bad manifestations. They are realized in the
form of masks and kept in the most sacred part of Pura (temple). This mask will only be taken out
of the Pura when there is a big ceremony to neutralize negative energy (if the village often faces
disasters). Both masks are worn by actors in a sacred show. The two characters will fight each other
until Rangda will be beaten. For the Balinese people, the Rangda figure is also known as Leak
(ghost). They believe that Leak likes to drink baby blood on certain days. Currently, the Rangda
figure has become one of the most popular designs for Balinese people and tourists. This is very
interesting because the dark figures in Balinese mythology have become popular in tattoos. Why do
controversial figures become a meaningful reference in tattoo? Devil Shadow on Tattoo is a
documentary film that describes the tattoo scene in Bali and Indonesia using a visual anthropology
approach.

!
!

SCREENING F7 | Documentary Film: Dangdut Karawang: Songs of Marginalized Women
Citra Aryandari, Institut Seni Indonesia Yogyakarta
3:15 pm to 5:00 pm | Saturday, 28 October 2017
Room 0001, Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building

!

Dangdut Kerawang: Songs of Marginalized Women is a depiction of a social condition in Karawang
district (32 miles from Jakarta, Indonesia) by way of representing dangdut (a form of Indonesian
popular music for dancing that combines local music traditions with music from Indian, Malaysian
and Western rock traditions). It shows the multiplicity of dangdut: how dangdut is implicated in the
commodification of women’s bodies to serve male sexual fantasies; how dangdut could become the
zone of sexual ‘freedom of expression’ in the eastern part of the district where Muslims are the
majority; how dangut singers became the site for resolving a longing for the past as well as a
ground to protest against sexual oppression. Dangdut Kerawang shows how dangdut singers
became both victims of the patriarchal system where they served the needs of male sexual fantasy
and economic commodity in the music industry as well as how the female performers in turn
appropriated power to serve their own needs and agency. Therefore, dangdut performances are far
more complicated than simply an object of capitalism and patriarchy. By understanding the
performance of dangut, Dangdut Karawang explores how we could see female singers as subjects
with agency to engage with the dynamics of class and gender relations.

!!
!

!

!
!
!
!
!
!
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!!
!

PAPER ABSTRACTS

Adenwala, Ammar (McGill University)
Alternative Realities: Negotiating Urban Space Use in Cao Bang (Panel B2)

!This paper investigates how residents of Cao Bang City challenge the state’s—as well as their
fellow citizens’—vision of urban space use through the politics of everyday routines and activities.
The state-citizenry negotiation over space use norms and marginalized populations’ struggle for
inclusion in urban spaces reveal themes of environmental degradation, a re-imagination of
Vietnam’s national imagery, and anxiety over the increasingly blurred lines between what
constitutes ‘public’ and ‘private’ space in a small Vietnamese city.

!

Angeles, Nora and Mary Grace Alindogan Agapito (University of British Columbia)
Diaspora Philanthropy and Volunteering within Alternative Transnational Solidarity
Networks in Post-Disaster Recovery: The Case of Housing and Resettlement in PostYolanda Tacloban City, Philippines (Panel C1)

!The transnational Filipino diaspora is known for its invigorated philanthropic efforts in the aftermath

disasters and natural calamities in the Philippines. One phenomenal display of such efforts occurred
during the November 2013 Typhoon Haiyan (local name: Yolanda), which most heavily devastated the
Eastern Visayas provinces of Leyte and Samar. Using the case of post-Yolanda disaster relief and
recovery contributions of overseas Filipinos supported by Canadian government and non-government
organizations, this paper focuses on housing and community economic development challenges in
Tacloban City located in Leyte province. In particular, we examine the transnational solidarity networks
created within city-based housing and resettlement initiatives during the post-Yolanda period
(2013-2017). How has the (post)disaster context shaped the modalities of Philippine-Canadian
philanthropy and volunteering networks in Tacloban’s housing and resettlement programs? What lessons
can be learned by Filipino-Canadian philanthropic, volunteering and solidarity networks as well as
Canadian (non)government agencies, in light of these existing patterns and challenges in post-disaster
resource mobilization? To answer these questions, field work was conducted in Tacloban and outlying
municipalities of Palo and Tanawan, using ethnographic methods, interviews, focus groups and primary
data collection from the City of Tacloban and various non-government agencies. Our preliminary
findings suggest that while much inroads have been made in Tacloban’s post-disaster recovery in the
housing and resettlement sector, thanks in no small part to substantive Filipino diaspora and aid
agencies’ contributions using old and new transnational modes of solidarity networks, there remain
many untapped opportunities and mechanisms to further leverage diaspora contributions to post-disaster
recovery in Tacloban, and elsewhere, due to poor transnational circulation of information and weak
institutional and human resource capacities on both the Philippine and Canadian stakeholder sides.

!
!
!
!
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!

Nora Angeles (University of British Columbia)
Planning and Capacity-Building for Solidarity Economies: The Case of Migrante in
Canada and the Philippines (Panel C2)

!This video, titled The Story of Migrante: Global Alliance of Filipino Workers was completed in
partnership with Migrante BC, a non-profit Filipino Migrant Workers Advocacy organization in
Vancouver, Britihs Columbia, as well as Migrante International in Manila. The video profiles the
transnational solidarities created by Migrante as well as the forms of volunteerism, reciprocity and
care that sustain the organization. The video was researched and produced in 2016 by University of
British Columbia (UBC) graduate students Allison Lasocha, Aylin Tavakoli and Hollie McKeil,
under the supervision of Leonora Angeles at the School of Community and Regional Planning,
UBC.

!

Aryandari, Citra (Institut Seni Indonesia Yogyakarta, Indonesia)
Dangdut Karawang: Songs of Marginalized Women (Screening F7)

!Dangdut Kerawang: Songs of Marginalized Women is a depiction of a social condition in Karawang
district (32 miles from Jakarta, Indonesia) by way of representing dangdut (a form of Indonesian
popular music for dancing that combines local music traditions with music from Indian, Malaysian
and Western rock traditions). It shows the multiplicity of dangdut: how dangdut is implicated in the
commodification of women’s bodies to serve male sexual fantasies; how dangdut could become the
zone of sexual ‘freedom of expression’ in the eastern part of the district where Muslims are the
majority; how dangut singers became the site for resolving a longing for the past as well as a
ground to protest against sexual oppression. Dangdut Kerawang shows how dangdut singers
became both victims of the patriarchal system where they served the needs of male sexual fantasy
and economic commodity in the music industry as well as how the female performers in turn
appropriated power to serve their own needs and agency. Therefore, dangdut performances are far
more complicated than simply an object of capitalism and patriarchy. By understanding the
performance of dangut, Dangdut Karawang explores how we could see female singers as subjects
with agency to engage with the dynamics of class and gender relations.

!

Asif, Furqan (University of Ottawa)
From Sea to City: Agrarian Transition in Coastal Cambodia (Panel A4)

!Small-scale fishing communities along Cambodia’s coast have relied on marine resources as a
mainstay of their livelihood for many decades. However, in the last ten to fifteen years, several
shocks such as increased fishing pressure, illegal, underreported and unregulated fishing and, more
recently, sand mining, have contributed to a progressive decline in catch. This, along with shifting
values and opinions towards fishing as a livelihood by younger individuals and increasing
alternative economic opportunities, has catalyzed migration of individuals to secondary cities and to
the capital, Phnom Penh. Unlike neighbouring countries in the region, the experience of the lives of
people on the move in Cambodia remains less understood. This study seeks to shed light on a very
particular agrarian transition taking place in Cambodia, namely, from the sea to the city. This paper
focuses on three villages in coastal Cambodia as case studies to understand the effect migration has
on wellbeing, the trade-offs being made and what it means to be a migrant for people from fishing
villages, amidst a sea of socioeconomic change.
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Asis, Maruja M.B. (Scalabrini Migration Center)
Rallying Support for the Alma Mater: Alumni Giving among Transnational Filipinos
(Panel C1)
The Philippines ranks among the top remittance receiving countries, ranking third after India and
China. In 2016, the Philippines and Mexico were the exceptions among the major recipients of
remittances, registering growth amidst a general decline. Remittances have been a reliable
contributor to the Philippine economy, accounting for 10 percent of the GDP, and have directly
benefited households and families. In addition to their families, overseas Filipinos, individually and
collectively, also support a variety of projects and causes in the Philippines. This paper focuses on
the support extended by overseas-based alumni to their home universities. Drawing on key
informant interviews with officers of alumni relations offices in the Philippines and alumni
associations in the Philippines and abroad as well as a review of alumni news, websites and
Facebook entries, the paper examines alumni giving by overseas-based alumni to their alma mater.
Specifically, the paper looks into how universities maintain links with their alumni in the
Philippines and overseas, the university projects supported by overseas-based alumni (with a focus
on those in North America, especially Canada), and the factors that drive the university-focused
philanthropic activities of overseas Filipinos.

!

Baird, Ian G. (University of Wisconsin-Madison)
Problems in the Plantations: The Challenges and Limitations of Large-Scale Land
Concessions in Southern Laos and Northeastern Cambodia (Panel A1)

!For over a decade an array of serious concerns have been raised regarding the negative social and

environmental impacts of large-scale plantation-based land concessions in Southeast Asia, and also
other parts of the world. In many cases ecosystems have been radically altered and homogenized,
and the land and resource bases that local people depend upon have frequently been significantly
reduced and degraded as large areas of land and forests have been granted to investors, both foreign
and domestic; and enclosed, cleared and planted. This phenomenon has frequently been referred to
as ‘land grabbing.’ While it has certainly been appropriate to focus on the various negative impacts
of large-scale plantations, including in Laos and Cambodia, the focus of this paper, there has been
much less written about the many challenges and limitations that plantation developers face. These
range from technical problems to management and financial difficulties, from environmental
limitations to price and market constraints, and from conflicts with villagers to lack of government
support at various levels. In this paper I describe some of these challenges and limitations and how
investors have attempted to address them. Some are still hoping that their plantations will succeed,
while others have variously attempted to cut their losses and withdraw from failing investments.
This paper demonstrates that the development of large-scale plantations is complex and fraught
with various potential problems. Indeed, these investments are not nearly as likely to succeed as
many assumed when the boom in plantation concessions occurred in the 2000s.

!

Barnes, Susana (Monash/Saskatchewan)
Negotiating Pathways to Prosperity: The Experience of Rural to Urban Migrants in
Timor Leste (Panel E3)

!The identities and relationships that underpin customary relations in Timor Leste have long been

‘entangled’ (Stead 2012; Roque 2010) or ‘enmeshed’ (Palmer 2015) in complicated relationships
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with the world beyond the domain. In the post-occupation era, however, these entanglements have
intensified, in particular as a result of increasing rural to urban migration. Increasingly, external
actors such as the state, the church and the capitalist sector, which seemingly represent radically
different ways of structuring and defining social and environmental relations, are influencing
individual and collective ideas about what constitutes ‘well-being’ and ‘prosperity’ and how this
might be achieved. In this paper, I explore the dynamic interaction between these worldviews in
contemporary Timor Leste focusing on the experience of trans-local migrants from Babulo, a rural
village in Uato Lari sub-district, to Dili. I explore how people from Babulo who move temporarily
or permanently to Dili engage and negotiate their obligations to kin, affines and the ancestors, while
at the same time pursing their own hopes and desires increasingly shaped by their interactions with
globalised modernity. I argue that the people of Babulo are responding to change in culturally
inflected ways, shaping and being shaped by their own structures of life.

!

Basilio, Thea (University of the Philippines)
An Analysis of Remittance Behavior using Home and Host Country Data (Panel C1)

!Using data from host (Canada) and home country (Philippines), this study seeks to analyze the
factors that drive the frequency and size of migrant remittances . In particular, using statistical
and econometric techniques, the study will examine to what extent the available data supports
the various posited motivations for remittances, including altruism, exchange, investment,
insurance and network effects. Looking at the motive of altruis m in particular, the study seeks
to examine to what extent remittances are shared with other households and what factors
contribute to the sharing of blessings with others.

!

Bélanger, Danièle and Guillaume Haemmerli (Université Laval)
Caring and Earning across Space and Over Generations: Translocal/ Transnational
Households in Vietnam (Panel C6)

!This paper analyzes household strategies of survival and of socioeconomic mobility that involve

movement across space and time of various household members. These movements take place
simultaneously or in sequence. With the objective of moving away from analytical categories of
migrants and left-behind, internal and international, rural and urban, temporary and permanent, the
paper examines how households engage in multiple moves to maintain care needs over the lifecourse. The analysis is based on in-depth interviews representing 24 households and migration chart
histories collected in five villages located in two districts of Hung Yen Province (Red River Delta)
in 2016. Households selected had members with various types of migration experiences (internal
and international). The data include detailed migration histories of all members (104 migrants) to
capture the relationships between the various movements, irrespective of distance and duration. The
analysis reveals processes whereby household members iteratively organize migration in response
to evolving care needs, opportunities and objectives. These mobility strategies are gendered and
intergenerational, shaped by networks and inter-related. Multiple family members perform labour
and care trans-locally and transnationally in a dynamic and interconnected way, constantly adjusting
to needs and capacities.

!
!
!
!
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Bertrand, Jacques (University of Toronto)
Flirting with Religion and Populism (Roundtable E6)

!

Bouchard, Karen F. (Université Laval)
Indigenous Water Rules and Rights in the Kalinga Highlands of Northern Luzon,
Philippines (Panel A5)

!Water laws are a crucial site of contestation between prior customary laws and nationalist reforms.

The coexistence and interaction of multiple legal and normative orders within a given sociopolitical space (a complex otherwise known as legal plurality) underlie the negotiations and
struggles of water’s discursive framing and management. The conflicts and contradictions these
unveil further expose differential capacities and strategies to gain or sustain power over an essential,
yet fluid and dynamic substance. It therefore appears necessary to examine the cultural dimensions
of competing visions and struggles over water rights. To this end, I shall present a detailed analysis
of the prevailing water governance systems and practices of three indigenous Kalinga communities
of the Cordillera highlands from a comparative ethnographic case study conducted in the
Philippines from 2015 to 2016. These customary and socio-political regulations will then be
examined in contrast with those established through the Indigenous People’s Rights Act, intended to
protect the lands and waters contained within recognized ancestral domains, for a critical appraisal
of their effects and influence on rural indigenous livelihoods.

!

Boyd, Drew (Sentinel for Genocide Prevention)
The Effects of Misinformation on Violence Episodes in Rakhine and Mandalay Regions
(Panel E4)

!

Campbell, Stephen (Trent University)
Labour Formalization as Selective Hegemony in Reform-era Myanmar (Panel A7)

!With the general elections of November 2010, state rule in Myanmar entered a process widely seen
as a transition—if stalled—to democracy and rule of law. Such transition narratives have posited
normative rule of law and arbitrary rule outside law as opposing logics, and opposing practices. A
similar dichotomy is found in studies of labour informalization in the global South, where informal
labour is understood as antithetical to legally protected employment. Arguing otherwise, this paper
pursues an anthropology of state formation as a means of reading formality and informality as
complementary, rather than conflicting, logics of state practice. Specifically, I hold that state actors
in Myanmar have pursued varied projects of rule over a heterogeneous landscape of labour
relations. In this respect, rule of law is always selective, and informality exhibits not so much an
absence of state rule as an indirect modality of rule.

!

Caouette, Dominique (Université de Montréal), Karen Bouchard (Université Laval, and
Marjolaine Martel-Morin (Université de Montréal)
Land Control, Mining and Resource Extraction in Palawan Island, Philippines: When
Laws and Changing Ownership become the Weapons of the Rich (Panel A5)

!In the Philippines, the island of Palawan is sometime depicted as a model of sustainable ecological
tourism and its development promoted as responsible natural resource management with its park,
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natural reserves and protected aquatic resources. While such depiction helps ensuring a steady flow
of tourists, especially backpackers and divers, reality on the ground is more complicated as large
areas of Southern Palawan are home of a number of mining nickel enterprises and lately a number
of palm oil plantations. Despite some legislation regarding resources extraction, mining operations
have been highly detrimental to local ecosystem and resisted by various communities, including
indigenous, who have been and are still affected by those projects. Through the years, mining
operators were able to find multiples ways and devices to go around rules and controls as well as
creative strategies of merging, selling, joint-ventures and declared bankruptcies to avoid paying for
environment rehabilitation or compensation to affected communities. Based on field research
carried out in 2015, our paper looks at the Municipality of Narra where nickel mining enterprises
have been present since the 1970s, especially at how these have impacted the small community of
San Isidro. The story of this community is a powerful illustration of the paradoxes of such mining
development and how laws, corporate lawyers, legal instruments and business schemes often
constitute the chosen weapons of the powerful, rather than direct violence and repression.

!

Caouette, Dominique (Université de Montréal)
On the Philippines (Roundtable E6)

!

Cardenas, Kenneth (York University)
The Multiple, Malleable Meanings of Land Banking: Property Development and the Rise
of Philippine-nationality Conglomerates, 2001-present (Panel B1)

!Outside the epistemically-privileged sites of secondary-circuited accumulation, how might finance,

land, and accumulation intersect? How might legacies of dispossession, as embedded in property
regimes, interface with ‘advanced’ financialization? I address these questions by looking at the role
played by property development in the ongoing transformation of the largest Philippine
conglomerates from 2001 to the present. Through a Polanyian conception of land as a fictitious
commodity, I examine how the malleability of land is central to these firms’ successes over this
period. The analysis focuses on two examples: national patrimony provisions in the Philippines’
constitution, which allowed these firms to assert oligopolistic control over a globalized real estate
boom; and shadow banking practices, including ‘in-house financing’ and ‘land banking’, which
allowed their property businesses to subsume the strategic and financing roles played by banks
elsewhere. I further argue against a unilinear, placeless conceptualization of the role played by cities
and finance under ‘advanced’ capitalism, in favor of embedded, place based approaches to
understanding variegation of financializations.

!

Chanco, Christopher John (York University)
Populist Nationalism, Neoliberal Authoritarianism, and (Non)resistance Movements in the
Philippines (Roundtable E6)

!

Chang, So Young (The Graduate Institute, Geneva and the German Institute of Global and
Area Studies)
Situating the Care Force – Connecting the Dots through the Singapore Core and
Periphery (Panel C3)

!Broadly, my research question is: how should a society care, take care, and give care? Drawing
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mainly on the work of Joan Tronto in discussing a feminist theory of care and an ‘ethic of care’, I
activate both a moral and political imagination to ponder what the most compassionate and feasible
way would be for us to structure our policies on foreign domestic workers (FDWs). In this
narrative, the debates about the ‘global care chain’ and commodification of care labour configure
centrally for analyzing the feminization of migration, but it is only one piece of the puzzle. This
conceptualization has allowed us to articulate the collective responsibility of feminists to think
critically, but an alternative vision is yet to transpire. Especially considering the wide popularity and
deep reach of the FDW policy in many societies, a moral objection alone is not enough to germinate
change. Thus my goal is to situate the ‘care force’ of Singaporean society by connecting the dots of
actors, both local and foreign, and mapping the network of all those who are working towards a
collective good of providing and strengthening ‘care’ in society. The project is based on fieldwork
conducted in Singapore and Myanmar in spring 2017 with a variety of actors, especially domestic
workers from Myanmar and male caregivers as a way of dismantling the gendered and racialized
construction of FDW profiles.

!

Chhem, Remy (University of Ottawa)
Can Large-scale Conservation Drive Green Grabs? The Case of Landscape Programs and
Biodiversity Corridors in Cambodia (Panel A2)

!For more than a decade now, Cambodia has met with a renewed period of stability and rapid

economic growth. This has, however, resulted in important social and environmental costs (e.g.
rising inequality, loss of biodiversity and natural resources). To curb these trends, the national
government and the ministry of environment has recently envisaged an Environment and Natural
Resources Code (still in draft), which significantly revamps the sustainable development strategy of
the country, notably by promoting Biodiversity conservation corridors. Little is known about how
these new governance schemes would operate and how they would affect already tense
environment-society interactions. Yet they are part of a broader environmental governance trend
towards integrated landscape or ecosystem approaches, now embraced by a host of international
research and development agencies. Drawing on a grey literature review and one month of
preliminary fieldwork studying two externally funded forest conservation landscapes located in
northern Cambodia, this presentation first explores how the broad establishment of these ‘expanded
protected areas’ could affect current co-management arrangements, access and tenure rights to
resources (especially land), and forms of territorialization. Secondly, drawing on previous literature,
which has linked biodiversity conservation institutional framing to “green grabbing” (e.g. Corson
2012), the presentation will explore the possibility of biodiversity corridors leading to new forms of
dispossession and capital accumulation.

!

Chou, Tammy (University of Toronto)
Social and Environmental Safeguards in the Dawei Special Economic Zone in Myanmar
(Panel B4)

!The Dawei Special Economic Zone (SEZ) is slated to become one of the largest industrial zones in

Southeast Asia, with the potential to drive greater foreign investment and industrialization into
Myanmar. The project represents a dramatic transformation to the economic, social and
environmental landscape of the Dawei region. In order to mitigate potential adverse impacts from
the SEZ, and to ensure that local communities benefit from the project, there is an urgent need to
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strengthen social and environmental safeguards. An analysis of Dawei’s political economy and
governance will highlight the ongoing challenges faced in securing these safeguards.

!

Criuz-del Rosario, Teresita (National University of Singapore)
God Moves: Religion and Migration in Urban Southeast Asia (Panel D5)

!The influx of both internal and external migrants from a variety of backgrounds and beliefs
contribute to religious pluralism in highly significant ways. Separated from their homeland,
migrants seek recourse to religion as a social anchor --- a stable ground on which to navigate the
sudden complexity of urban/overseas living. In addition, globalization and urbanization are
simultaneous processes that “feed off each other” (Kisala 2005: 8). Religious conversion is most
visible in cities and assumes saliency within a context of mobility, dislocation and homelessness.
Among migrant communities, these themes surface in a complex and diverse array of motivations
for conversion, particularly in situations of intercultural contact. This essay discusses religion
against the background of modernity and globalization. Drawing primarily on the themes of
‘mobility’ and ‘homelessness’, this paper elaborates on the migrant experience as the focal point for
negotiating religiosity and urbanization. Although I generally refer to urban spaces in Southeast
Asia, I place particular emphasis on the Philippines. Two processes are investigated here: first,
conversion to Charismatic movements; and second, the massive conversion among migrants to
Islam, particularly among those who lived and worked in the Middle East and Southeast Asia.

!

Dao, Nga (Center for Water Resources Conservation and Development; York University)
Environmental Justice and Populist Authoritarianism in Vietnam (Roundtable E6)

!

De Jesus, Angelica (University of Toronto)
The Cascading Impacts of Migration and Environmental Challenges: Experiences of
Myanmar Labour Migrants in Phuket, Thailand (Panel B3)

!Researchers predict that climate change will further intensify migration in the Global South. By

2050, there could be as many as 200 million environmental migrants who are displaced from their
homeland due to sudden or slow onset changes to the environment. If climate change-induced
migration is not planned for or negotiated with receiving or transit countries, then violent
disturbances or human disasters may follow. Limited attention has been placed on the challenges
that migrants may face in a new country and how to best develop strategies that improve migrants’
ability to adapt to climate change. I contribute to the literature through research that highlights risks
and challenges for current low-income migrants so that policy makers and planners can improve
their understanding of how structural violence, migration and climate change can all create a
complex combination of poverty traps for migrants. The best way to plan for future concerns is to
study experiences of current low-income migrants. I use my research and analysis of the situation of
Myanmar labour migrants in Phuket, Thailand as a precursor for challenges that future
environmental migrants might face when pushed to relocate to another country. I am anticipating
issues that will arise for environmental migrants in the Mekong Region to help find solutions for
how to best accommodate low-income migrants, especially at a time when heightened migration
and climate change challenges exist. I use structural violence theory to identify the social and
institutional mechanisms that enforce conflicts and tensions associated with population movements
from one country to another. I argue that structural violence obstructs the personal agency of poor
migrants to cope with climate change. I advocate for improving our understanding of violence
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against low-income migrants to mitigate injustices towards future migrants. Structural interventions,
such as informed immigration laws, improved access to health care, and enforced workplace
regulations can help address the structural violence endured by marginalized people.

!

Derks, Annuska (University of Zurich)
Bastard Spice or the Champagne of Cinnamon? Vietnamese Cinnamomum Cassia and the
Global Market (Panel A6)

!Cinnamon is among the earliest known and most popular spices in the world. Its particular

fragrance and taste enriches Indian curries, middle eastern tagines, Danish rolls, Vietnamese soups,
Chinese five spices powder as well numerous other dishes, desserts and drinks. Cinnamon also has
a long history of use in medicine, from treating colds, arthritis and infections to lowering blood
sugar levels of diabetics. As a result of these multiple uses, cinnamon is one of the most widely
traded spices in the world. There are several species of cinnamon, but the most important distinction
made is between cinnamomum verum, or ‘true cinnamon,’ which has a delicate taste and is mainly
grown in Sri Lanka, and cinnamomum cassia (also called simply cassia), which has a stronger
flavour. It is also cheaper, the most common commercial type and is condescendingly referred to as
‘fake’ or ‘bastard’ cinnamon. Vietnam is the world’s fourth largest exporter of cinnamon, in
particular of the cassia type. While it is grown throughout the country, Yen Bai, a mountainous
province in northern Vietnam, has recently become a main producer. Due to its intense flavor and
high oil content, Yen Bai cassia cinnamon is now being promoted as “the champagne of cinnamon.”
Based on qualitative field research, this paper follows the commodity chains of Yen Bai cinnamon.
By looking into the history of the trade, the social and ethnic constellations involved in its
production, and the different uses and changing meanings of the spice both in and beyond Vietnam,
this paper explores the intersections of the lived practices of spice production and the globally
expanding market trade.

!

Déry, Steve (Université Laval), Hiwasaki, Lisa (ICRAF-Vietnam), Vincent Rolland, (Université
Laval), Somkhit Boulidam (Université nationale du Laos) et Chansouk Vanpheangphan
(Université nationale du Laos)
« Ready, set, go! » Une analyse multiscalaire de la mise en place d’inégalités
socioéconomiques dans la province de Luang Nam Tha, Laos (Panel A4)

!Depuis les années 1990, les marges montagneuses du Laos ont été sollicitées pour participer d’une

manière accrue au système international de l’économie de marché tout comme aux différents volets
des constructions nationales respectives des deux pays. Dans les milieu ruraux, la transformation
des moyens de subsistances des populations des villages a pour conséquence générale non
seulement le bouleversement des paysages agraires, mais aussi une réorganisation complète et la
complexification de leur géographie socioéconomique. Plus spécifiquement, les populations locales
sont davantage intégrées dans les circuits marchands, via leurs productions agricoles commerciales,
mais aussi via leurs consommations, à commencer par leur « consommation » foncière. Dans la
province de Luang Nam Tha (Laos), dans des villages nouvellement installés, des inégalités se
mettent en placent et se creusent parfois déjà, affectant en priorité les minorités ethniques. L’objectif
général de cette communication est de contribuer à l’étude du processus de marginalisation par
l’examen de la transformation des relations de pouvoir dans les milieux ruraux de la province de
Luang Nam Tha. Plus spécifiquement, sur la base de travaux de terrain réalisés en 2015 et en 2017,
il s’agira premièrement de dresser le portrait de la complexification multiscalaire de ces relations.
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Deuxièmement, il s’agira d’identifier et de caractériser les relations de pouvoir qui sont
marginalisantes, en particulier en s’attardant à l’échelon interne des villages pour mieux
comprendre la dynamique de leurs effets cumulatifs sur certains individus et sur certains foyers

!

Eidse, Noelani (McGill University)
Renegotiating Urban Citizenship: Street Vending, State Sanctions and the Contest for
Hanoi’s Public Spaces (Panel B2)

!In an attempt to modernize Hanoi, Vietnam’s capital city, municipal and national governments enact

narrow visions of urban order, which hinge on exclusion. In an effort to redesign Hanoi as a
‘civilized’ metropolis, the state has introduced planning and governance strategies aimed at clearing
street vendors from the city’s streets, sidewalks and public spaces. Still, in Hanoi, countless vendors
contest their exclusion by maintaining their trade, and in the process make a case for the viable
coexistence of urban development and informality. This highlights an important point of collision
between the state’s definition of urban belonging and the lived, embodied realities of those who use
and shape the cityscape in everyday life. Drawing on 18 months of mixed method, ethnographic
fieldwork, I find that vendors’ continued use of public space takes on distinctly political meanings;
vendors carry out everyday resistance in order to maintain their trade, and by extension renegotiate
their very belonging—or citizenship—in the capital.

Fanani, Ahmad Fuad (University of Toronto)
20 Years after Krismon: Indonesia's Economic Change in the Aftermath of Financial
Aggression (Roundtable D6)

!

Fatima, Tayyaba (Government College, Women’s University) and Naheed Qadir (Government
Degree College for Women, Chak Jhumra)
Voicing Trauma of Displacement as depicted by Nadeem Aslam in Maps for Lost Lovers
(Panel D3)

!The paper intends to study trauma of the displaced arising out of grave sense of loss leading to

multiple social, political and cultural problems and even mental disorders. Trauma is “defined as
having experienced, witnessed or been confronted with an event that involves actual or threatened
death or serious injury, or threat to the physical integrity of oneself or others” (APA 2000). The
locale of the study is immigrant experience of trauma and loss depicted in Maps for Lost Lovers by
Nadeem Aslam. Trauma of this overwhelming sense of loss continuously defines their course of life
by griping their minds, manipulating their actions and shaping their behaviours in the new place.
The poor wretched souls are never left free from a perpetual inside or internal confrontation with
new odds dragging them into either isolation, false representation, fear or a violent struggle with the
outside or the external mostly with dysfunctional results. The study takes into consideration the
trauma theory of psychology to probe the selected novel.

!

Fauveaud, Gabriel (Université de Montréal)
Current Authoritarianism in Cambodia: New Stakes or Same Old Story? (Roundtable E6)

!

Fiorito, Lorenzo (University of Geneva)
Fragmentation of International Legal Norms and Authority in the Philippines v. China
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Case (Roundtable E1)

!The 2016 decision of the Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA) in the Philippines v. China case
highlights the fragmented legal jurisdiction of some international conventions and their associated
bodies. The Philippines brought its dispute to the PCA under Annex VII to the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). China refused to participate in the arbitration
process, citing the applicability of bilateral treaties under the Declaration on the Conduct of Parties
in the South China Sea, which it had concluded with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN). The PCA resolved the dispute in favour of the Philippines; China refused to recognize
that decision. Legal overlap in jurisdiction (e.g. between UNCLOS and the ASEAN-China
Declaration on the South China Sea) is known as ‘fragmentation’. It presents a conundrum: where
two treaties prescribe differing routes to resolve a dispute, states parties to both treaties will favour
the instrument that best serves their interests. Efforts to reduce legal fragmentation must thus
address both normative and institutional authority. In the Philippines v. China case, international
normative and institutional authority holds profound significance for fishing livelihoods within the
affected territories.

!

Fortin, Valerie (Université de Montréal)
From Citizens’ Initiative to Social Enterprise: The Emergence of Cooperative
Management of Housing in Hanoi, Vietnam (Panel B5)

!In development in Vietnam for the last 10 years, the cooperative housing management model was

born from an initiative of a group of citizens relocated to an apartment building in Hanoi. Their
successful experience has aroused the interest of international organizations. Vietnamese political
authorities and residents of other buildings have sought the group’s help to reproduce their
management model. Thus, the initiative of a small group of residents has transformed into a genuine
social enterprise operating at the city level. Despite its innovative character, the experiment remains
largely unknown to researchers. Based on data collected from semi-structured interviews with 27
actors involved in this management model, this study aims to trace the history of the phenomenon
and to define its current form in order to learn from it to help improve habitat management in
Vietnam. The results demonstrate that cooperative housing management has great potential for
optimizing financial, human and social resources in the management of buildings, for the economic
and social reintegration of relocated and migrant residents, for the population’s empowerment in the
management of its space and for the improvement of the Vietnamese people’s living conditions in
general. However, the comparison between management in the building where the initiative
emerged and the other buildings where the model was replicated highlights the challenges of
formalizing a management model based on a good knowledge of the needs of the community it
serves, and on the willingness in this community to contribute to the self-management project.

!

Gagnon, Isabelle (Université du Québec à Montréal)
New Urban Form in Lào Cai: Characteristics, Perception and Negotiation of the Urban
Form in a Provincial Town in Northern Vietnam (Panel B2)

!Lào Cai is a provincial city in the mountainous region of northern Vietnam on the border with

China. The city is currently undergoing major socio-economic transformations, including urban
growth. It is important to understand how rapid and intensive transformations of the built
environment impact residents’ living conditions. In this project, we aim to examine characteristics
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of urban form in relation to urban sustainability in Lào Cai City, and understand how the local
population perceives and negotiates urban form. Urban form indicators show northern Vietnam is
compact and has multiple services, in contrast to the south. Our survey (125 questionnaires) show
people positively perceive urban changes (housing, services, roads) but negatively perceive the
quality of environment (noise, pollution).We discuss the results in line with socio-demographic
factors and urban form indicators.

!

Gavieta, Rommel C. (Intelligence Service Armed Forces of the Philippines)
Evolving China and Southeast Asia Security Concerns: Cyberspace Sovereignty and One
Belt-One Road Policies (Roundtable E2)

!After continued Chinese build-up, the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law

(UNCITRAL) ruling favouring Philippine claims, and the ‘Asian Approach’ to Philippine-China
bilateral talks, other sources of risks that will have an impact on asymmetric security concerns may
be related to: 1. Cyberspace Sovereignty: Chinese cyberspace policy in relation to the security
concerns of the South China Sea will include: Cyberspace innovations international dimensions of
China’s cyber strategy, which include four principles on reforming the existing international internet
governance system: (a) respect for cyber sovereignty, (b) peace and security, (c) openness and
cooperation, and (d) good order. “A community of common destiny” The five action proposals were
made concerning the (a) digital gap, (b) cultural diversity in cyberspace, (c) digital economy, (d)
cyber security, and (e) Internet governance. China did not put emphasis on an “independent and
controllable” Internet, but called for open development. Social app innovation developed Wechat
into a whole social, lifestyle, information and shopping app. Is Asia Pacific region vulnerable to this
cyberspace policy and innovations? 2. One Belt-One Road Policy of China: Evaluating the One
Belt-One Road policy of China. This benign policy is to promote policy communication (global
integration), road connectivity (physical integration), unimpeded trade (economic integration),
enhance monetary circulation (financial integration), and enhance understanding (cultural
integration).

!

Gibb, Christine (University of Toronto)
Where do Survivors Sleep in the Aftermath of a Disaster? Sleeping Pathways as a Proxy
for Social Networks, Vulnerability, Prejudice and Identity in Cagayan de Oro, Philippines
(Panel D3)

!Survivors of so-called natural disasters who are forced to leave their usual homes are people in and

out of place. Although they frequently remain close to their homes, they are thrust out of place as
they follow a post-disaster sleeping pathway. This paper explores sleeping pathways, the specific
places a survivor is based over a period of time. It focuses on the aftermath of Typhoon Sendong in
the city of Cagayan de Oro, Philippines, and draws from qualitative field research. In the
institutionalized pathway, survivors sleep exclusively at official sites such as evacuation camps,
transitional housing and permanent relocation sites. Yet, many Sendong-affected people avoided
most or all official spaces. Some households never ventured inside an official sleeping space; they
followed a ‘horssystème’ pathway. Most survivors, however, pursued a ‘hybrid pathway’ in which
household members slept in both official and non-official spaces. High levels of mobility in
contemporary Southeast Asia mean that sleeping pathways remain relevant. Sleeping pathways
reveal people’s options, preferences and identities; they unmask the constraints and resources of
individuals and households, which are underpinned by larger processes, structures and institutions
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in society. Together, these elements explain why some people go to one place and not to another.

!

Gibson Villanueva, Melissa (Canada-Philippines Alternative Transnational Economies
Project)
Gaze of a Filipinx Voluntourist: When the Second Generation goes 'Home' for Social
Change (Panel C2)
This video and presentation attempts to convey the experience of second generation FilipinoCanadians and Filipino-Americans (Filipinx) who have travelled to the Philippines as voluntourists,
exposurists and social change agents. Research in geography and related disciplines have explored
the subjectivity of second-generation immigrants in relation to history and socio-economic factors
in Canada and the U.S., and in relation to transnational identity. However, few studies have focused
on how second-generation immigrant identity and understandings of the homeland affect the way
Filipinx engage with ‘home’. The content of the video draws from audio sources of interviews with
Filipinx as well as travel footage and photography. Much of the footage was filmed by the
researcher, a Filipino-Canadian who has lived and worked in the Philippines since 2012. To what
extent does engagement with the motherland through fundraising, travel and internship shift
perspective and subjectivity? What might these specific forms of diaspora engagement mean for the
Philippines as a developing country already embedded within particular and historic pathways of
global economic integration? This presentation suggests that affective stance, particularly
hopefulness/hopelessness, is an important marker that sets the conditions of possibility for Filipinx
involvement in social change in the Philippines.

!

Gillam, Cintia (Saint Mary’s University)
Does Local Management Contribute to Ecological and Human Community Wellbeing? A
Timor-Leste Case Study (Panel E3)

!Healthy coastal ecosystems are essential to coastal communities, and in particular, healthy fish

stocks (and fisheries) contribute greatly to food security in Timor-Leste. Thus marine resource
management is vital for economic development and poverty reduction in the country. In the IndoPacific region, many of the fishery co-management initiatives (i.e. involving shared responsibilities
of governments and fishing communities) connect conventional scientific approaches with local
knowledge. A key model of this, described as Locally Managed Marine Areas (LMMAs), involves
communities and other stakeholders co-managing their fisheries. To evaluate this approach, relative
to others, an integrated assessment framework will be developed to assess community and
ecosystem wellbeing in LMMAs, and comparison sites, through ecological and human wellbeing
indicators. Parallel to this, the study will examine (1) the implementation of ecosystem-based
approach (EBM) in a small scale at a local level, through LMMAs, relative to large-scale marine
protected areas, and (2) the potential applications of the indicators in decision-making and
management at policy level. This research will draw lessons for improving ecological and human
community wellbeing analysis.

!

Go, Chaya (York University)
Diaspora Solidarities: Kutitap and the Alitaptap Collective (Panel C2)

!The unique transnational subjectivities Filipin@ migrant scholars embody and the multiple praxes
of solidarities that we engage in offer vital contribution to a growing body of Filipin@ migrant
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studies. In place of the mainstream monetary flows of corporate trade or personal remittances
between Canada and the Philippines, the Alitaptap Collective
(www.alitaptapcollective.wordpress.com)—a group of overseas Filipin@ scholars convened by
graduate associates of the York Centre for Asian Research—offers alternative forms of transnational
economies and solidarities. These include pursuing investigative journalism as research, mobilizing
financial resources to support grassroots-based initiatives in the Philippines, and building with
international movements to strengthen solidarities with the Philippines. This presentation focuses
specifically on the Kutitap Talks, a series of video podcasts showcasing interviews between
Alitaptap and representatives from different civil society organizations in the Philippines. The
facilitated conversations aim to examine how transnational Filipin@ scholars and Philippine-based
activists can sustain fruitful collaborations in response to urgent present-day issues in the country.
The recorded interviews are uploaded as an online resource to educate the public audience on a
variety of contemporary issues in the Philippines, and also serve to position both scholar and
activist as co-participants / partners in the joint realms of ‘doing’ and ‘theorizing’.

!

Hall, Derek (Wilfrid Laurier University)
Japanese Overseas Agricultural Investments in Southeast Asia and China (Panel A1)

!Japan’s position in the global food system has changed significantly since the global food crisis of
2007-2008. Japanese corporate actors, most notably the sōgō shōsha (general trading companies),
have made significant (though little-noticed) investments in overseas agriculture and even larger
ones in the global grain trade. The Japanese state, too, has sought to use a range of policy
instruments to support these investments. In this paper, I put these Japanese initiatives into the
context of the debate over the ‘global land grab,’ and argue that the approach that Japanese actors
have taken to food security in particular is quite different from the usual understandings of ‘food
security land grabbing’ in the literature. I then discuss the roles that Southeast Asia and China have
played in Japanese state and corporate moves, and focus on Japanese investments in agricultural
production in Southeast Asia and on developing capacity to supply Chinese demand for soya beans.
I thus highlight the interdependent Japanese goals of ensuring secure access to food for Japan and of
selling agricultural products to regional markets, especially in China.

!

Hall, Derek (Wilfrid Laurier University), Peter Vandergeest (York University) and Laura
Schoenberger (York University)
What Happened when the Land Grab came to Southeast Asia (Panel A1)

!This presentation will introduce the special issue of the Journal of Peasant Studies (JPS), and draw
on the introduction to present key themes in how the literature on agrarian and environmental
transformations in Southeast Asia incorporated the concepts and arguments that emerged from land
grab studies after 2008. At the centre of land grab studies is a ‘standardized package’ that we use to
explore the ways that the field of land grab studies has been taken up in the Southeast Asian
literature; the places and topics that receive the most attention and those that tend to be
deemphasized and under-represented; and efforts to critique and ‘decentre’ the global land grab and
processes of land grabbing in the existing literature and in the contributions to this collection. We
suggest that Southeast Asian scholars contributed to the dynamism of the field by pushing for
greater nuance, context and historical specificity, and integration of long-standing academic theories
and concerns. These efforts are part of the productive tension between opening up the range of
topics and processes under study on the one hand, and maintaining unity and centring of the field on
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the other, which has been fundamental to land grab studies.

!

Hertzman, Emily (University of Toronto)
‘Infrastructures of Escort’ in the Shadows of the State: Chinese Indonesian Migrants use
of Agents as Migration Infrastructure (Panel C6)

!Recently scholarship is analyzing migration from the perspective of migration infrastructures

(Xiang and Lindquist, 2014), i.e. the socio-technical structures that help to facilitate the movements
of people by encouraging, restricting and shaping who can and cannot move and in what ways. In
the case of Indonesia, Lindquist (forthcoming) has written specifically about an “infrastructure of
escort” in which multiple types of actors adopt roles as intermediaries, participating in a chain of
infrastructure that helps to transport people physically, socially and imaginatively around the world.
In this paper, I engage with this work by revealing the ways that Chinese Indonesians selectively
use these “infrastructures of escort” for their long-range migrations in order to avoid or minimize
interactions with the state. In the absence of state structures, Chinese Indonesians rely heavily on
local, informal and private sector brokers. This paper will describe the role of labour recruiters,
match-makers, educational agents and travel agents, in a system of interpersonal relationships and
transactions that come to define the migration infrastructure as people as infrastructure (Simone,
2004).

!

Htoo, Sheila (York University)
Politics of Resistance: Asserting Karen Identity through Protecting the Land in Karen
State, Burma (Panel A2)

!The identity of indigenous peoples is deeply rooted in their relations with their lands. In Karen State
of southeast Burma, incoming large-scale destructive development in the Salween River basin can
be seen as a process of ‘othering’ by the state that denies indigenous Karen self-identity and
undermines their relations to their lands. Karen local peoples and resistance leaders refuse to accept
this state-defined identity as an ‘other’ that dispossesses them of their lands through erasure of local
Karen history and culture. Rather, they have envisioned the Salween Peace Park to be a counter
planning process of asserting, strengthening and promoting Karen identity through protecting their
lands. It is also a bottom-up approach to development, holistic view of peace, and democratic
process of nation-building. The interplay between identity and land needs to be understood and
respected in the planning and mapping of indigenous lands for regional development and
conservation. These principles are exemplified in the Salween Peace Park.

!

Hussain, Naveeda (University of Toronto)
Federalism, Freedom and Fear-Mongering: Democratization and Violent Conflict in
Rakhine State, Myanmar (Panel E4)

!Despite receiving international acclaim in 2010 for successfully transitioning to democracy after

almost 50 years of dictatorship, conflict in Myanmar’s Rakhine state has severely escalated over the
last five years, taking over 1,000 lives and displacing over 140,000. This study examines how the
implementation of a federal constitution and the process of democratization have led to increased
violent conflict between Myanmar’s Rakhine Buddhists and Rohingya Muslims. Electoral
competition, newly introduced democratic freedoms and the opportunity to wrest power from the
central government through taking control of state level parliaments has invigorated ethnic tensions.
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These new opportunities create incentives for Rakhine nationalist parties to propagate myths and
stoke fears on violent Rohingya intentions, positioning themselves as the only entities capable of
preserving the Rakhine race. The paper focuses on the period from June 2012- April 2017,
examining electoral data, the evolution of political parties in Rakhine State, the impact of Rakhine
civil society, the circumstances surrounding and data on violent clashes in 2012, 2014 and 2016,
and the series of measures taken by the government to restrict the rights of the Rohingya. In
highlighting the limitations and challenges of structural and systemic reform in mitigating interethnic conflict, it emphasizes the importance of understanding context and cultivating institutions
before transitioning to democracy.

!

Hykes, Madeleine (McGill University)
Hanoi, Vietnam: A City of Youth, or a City for Youth? (Panel B2)

!This research focuses on how youths in Hanoi, the capital city of Vietnam, perceive, navigate and
negotiate top-down, state-led urban planning and design changes. This cohort is coming of age in an
urban environment marked by major shifts across social, political and economic spheres.
Concurrently, the urban spaces for young people grow, move and interact often straddling the
boundaries of public and private, inclusion and exclusion. Based on qualitative fieldwork conducted
in summer 2017, I seek to pull together diverging and converging youth perspectives to better
understand how changes to Hanoi’s urban landscape intersect (or not) with paradigms of this
generation.

!

Jusmartinah, Raja (University of Auckland)
The Integration of Private and Public Realms in Local Community: The Production of
Malled-kampung as Emerging Urban Element in Surabaya (Panel B5)

!This empirical research has been setting out to evaluate the condition of the traditional urban fabric
of Surabaya, the second largest city in Indonesia, where megamalls have been built inside the
traditional district of urban kampungs in the central city. It examines the socio-spatial correlations
between spatial, social and perceptive aspects of these neighbourhoods that are still governed by
local communities. Through a comparative evaluation of different types of megamall developments,
selected from the particular urban areas of Surabaya’s malled-kampung (the combination of
megamall and its surrounding kampung), this research found that this new urban element seems to
form an unprecedented urban entity that provides peculiar networks of public spaces and amenities
to accommodate the changing needs of local communities in the evolving metropolitan context.

!

Kal, Hong (York University)
Visual Images Witnessing the Sewol Ferry Disaster in South Korea (Panel D2)

!On 16 April 2014, the Sewol ferry carrying 476 people sank. 250 victims out of 304 are high school
students on a fieldtrip to Cheju Island. While many troubling questions still remain unanswered,
entangled feelings of grief, distress and anger were turned into visual and material representations.
In this presentation, I will examine images that present the disaster visible, memorable and public.
With a focus on paintings and illustrations, I will discuss the affective operation of visual images
that not merely depict the trauma but help establish a basis for critical inquiries and lead to ethical
and political engagements.

!
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Kelly, Philip (York University)
Theorizing Alternative Transnational Economies between Canada and the Philippines
(Panel C1)

!The Philippine has seen almost five decades of state-institutionalized contract worker migration and

permanent emigration, forming a global diaspora that some estimate at over 10 million people. This
phenomenon has fueled the dreams of national and international policy makers (and a burgeoning
academic literature) who envision development from below that is driven by household remittances.
But such remittances tend to be personal, private and individualized. The Canada-Philippines
Alternative Transnational Economies (ATE) project is examining the ways in which diaspora
engagement with the homeland is driving more collectivized forms of development and alternative
imaginaries of development. Informed by J.K. Gibson-Graham’s postcapitalist community
economies project, this paper seeks to place the contributions of the project in theoretical terms.
Critical questions are also raised: what are the effects of replacing state service provision with
charitable or religious organizations? What is the role of the state in fostering its own ‘shadow’?
How are recipients identified – both spatially and socially? How is conduct disciplined in
communities or organizations supported by diaspora philanthropy or volunteerism?

!

Koh, Tommy (Johns Hopkins University)
Returning from Regional to National: The Role of Domestic Political Legitimation in
Reducing Labour Migration Precarity within ASEAN (Panel E5)

!It is between borders that labour migrants face the greatest precarity. In Southeast Asia, the
existence of ASEAN offers the possibility of establishing a consistent standard of protection at the
regional level. Despite the ASEAN Declaration on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights of
Migrant Workers being signed in 2007, a policy instrument has yet to materialize after ten years. In
the absence of an instrument or mechanism, labour migrants will continue to face precarious
existences. This paper examines reasons for the limitations of ASEAN’s current efforts to promote
labour migrant rights. It argues that ASEAN regional cooperation cannot occur in the absence of
alignment with national interests and that solutions to reducing migrant precarity must thus be
situated within the domestic political legitimation discourse. On the issue of labour migrant
precarity, ASEAN will find greater success in its role as an influencer of, rather than alternative to,
states.

!

Kuhonta, Erik Martinez (McGill University)
The Effacement of Human Rights in Thailand and the Philippines (Roundtable E6)
Kusno, Abidin (York University)
20 Years after Krismon: Indonesia's Economic Change in the Aftermath of Financial
Aggression (Roundtable D6)

!

Labbé, Danielle (Université de Montréal), Olivier Jacques (McGill University) and Clément
Musil (Paris Belleville Architecture School)
Hanoi’s ‘Ghost’ New Urban Areas: Beyond the Ecstatic Urban Property Market Scene
(Panel B1)

!
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An ebullient and highly volatile property market (re)appeared in Vietnam following the doi moi
reforms. The latest boom-bust cycle in the urban property market (circa 2004-2011) left a
problematic mark on Hanoi’s periphery. Dozens of large master planned communities, partly built
but largely unoccupied, now dot the capital city’s outskirts. This paper uses these so-called ‘ghost
urban areas’ or ‘abandoned projects’ as a window unto the socio-spatial problems arising when a
powerful state-backed urban modernization project, founded on planned periurban space
production, meets the realities of a real-estate driven urban economy characterized by rampant
speculation, rent-seeking, and (post-)socialist crony capitalism.

!

Laycock, Katherine (University of Waterloo)
Do Experts' Image Perceptions Impact their Policy and Decision Making? (Panel B3)

!Is there an association between the way in which images are construed and how policies and/or
decisions are made in the Philippines? Using results from 33 planning expert interviews, I intend to
explore the current gap in what impact climate change images have on policy and decision makers.
The findings express the association between individual image assumptions and in turn their actions
on climate change related decisions and initiatives within their organizations and feelings on
national climate change goals and actions. Such awareness can assist future communication,
collaboration and action among these decision-making groups and with the public in the future, by
better understanding the impact images can have on those charged with climate change action
within the Philippines.

!

Leaf, Michael (University of British Columbia)
Spaces of Capitalism, Spaces of the State: Urban Administrative Changes under Rapid
Urbanization (Panel B1)

!A common characteristic of urban administrative systems across a number of countries in East and

Southeast Asia is their structure as a nested series of socio-spatial units, which in effect connect all
the way from the upper end of municipal governments (and higher-level governments above that)
down to the household level. Referred to, for example, as juweihui and xiaoju in mainland China
and the RW/RT system in Indonesia, these administrative structures have been subject to ambiguous
interpretations over the decades, argued by some to be useful mechanisms for building community
spirit and identity among neighbours, while seen by others to be pervasive tools for state penetration
down to the lowest echelons of society. At their most mundane, they are also the means by which
many local services are delivered by the state to community level. While their common origin is
well understood to have been the system put in place by the Japanese during their occupation, it is
nonetheless striking how in each country setting the system has become normalized to the urban
experience of local citizens to the point where they are in general unthinkingly accepted as an
intrinsic aspect of urban (and national) life and identity. Using examples from Southeast Asia, this
paper addresses two factors that are bringing new pressures to bear on these systems, what happens
when rural administrations become urbanized as cities spread out into the surrounding rural
countryside, and what happens as the real estate development of capitalist urbanization increasingly
becomes the mechanism by which new urban residential areas are built.

!

Li, Kevin (University of California at Berkeley)
Violent Entrepreneurship as Political Practice: Empowering the Binh Xuyen during the
Decolonization of Vietnam (Panel C4)
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!My paper is about the rise of violent entrepreneurs who came to reconfigure political power in
postcolonial Vietnam. At the end of the Second World War, colonial-era gangsters organized local
farmers, labourers, fugitives and military deserters into a confederation of armed groups calling
itself the Binh Xuyen (BX). It played a key military and political role on both sides of the First
Indochina War (1946-54)—first as part of the communist-led Viet Minh insurgency, then as a noncommunist bulwark against it. This paper examines how and why erstwhile criminals on the
margins of colonial society came to assume the mantle of nationalism and the guise of the state.

!

Li, Tania (University of Toronto)
Indonesian Land Reform, Then and Now (Panel A5)

!The Indonesian government has announced programs for land reform in forest and non-forest areas.
These programs have been designed, in part, by activists in the agrarian and indigenous peoples’
movements. An important feature of the programs is the division of land and population into
distinct types, to be managed in distinctive ways according to their intrinsic qualities (cultures,
needs, desires, and capacities). The paper provides an overview of how land reform is being thought
about, and acted on today, and offers some comparison with land reform as envisioned in the 1950s.

!

Lim, Merlyna (Carlton University)
Cyber-urban Spaces, Social Media, and Contemporary Activism in Southeast Asia (Panel
B6)

!From the Bersih movement in Kuala Lumpur to the recent “Action to Defend Islam” protests in
Jakarta, in the last decade we have witnessed numerous protests and mass movements take place in
Southeast Asia. Causes and motivations of these movements are varied. They all, however,
incorporated the uses of mobile social media (social media platforms accessed through mobile
devices) in mobilizing the mass. How is social media utilized in the production of alternative spaces
for contemporary activism? What are the roles of social media in the making of these movements? I
take on spatial and historical analysis to offer an in-depth understanding of the relationship between
urban, social media and actions on the ground. Using empirical evidence from the Southeast Asian
context, in this talk, I argue that while social media enables different ways to participate in
collectivized social activities, its roles and practices are shaped, constructed and reconstructed by
diverse social, cultural, material and historical contexts in which they are situated.

!

Luu, Trinh M. (University of California at Berkeley)
Vietism: Human Rights and the New Vietnamese (Panel C4)

!The Vietnamese Foreign Language Publishing House released in 1980 the provocative dossier
Which Human Rights? This thin volume stressed that only the socialist state is designed to enable
every man to be all he can, thus reminding foreign organizations “not to interfere in the internal
affairs of other states under the pretext of ‘defending human rights.’” In the 1970s–1980s,
intellectuals in the diaspora rejected this conception of human rights as at odds with Vietnamese
tradition. This community placed faith neither in a state nor in the human rights documents that
proclaim natural equality of all mankind. They instead brought together social Darwinism,
Confucian philosophy, Enlightenment cosmopolitanism, and elements of folk belief to rethink the
vision of “free and full personality development.” In due time, they presented this higher ideal—
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Vietism—as a model not only for their kin, but also for people of the third world to “establish peace
on which all races could flourish.” The Vietnamese diaspora believed that they were poised to lead
this universal crusade for freedom, and in that belief, they opened the way for something
approaching ‘messianic universalism.’ My presentation will bring into view this previously
unrecognized movement to reinvent Vietnamese humanism.

!

Marschke, Melissa (University of Ottawa) and Peter Vandergeest (York University)
Ecologies of Labour: A Regional Approach to Fisheries Work in Southeast Asia (Panel A4)

!This paper aims to bring together research on marine fisheries labour across Southeast Asia, to
make preliminary observations on how these relations are shaped by the intersection of fisheries
ecologies, technologies, capital, and private/public regulatory practices. We are specifically
interested in dimensions of freedom and unfreedom, including employer mobility, the labour
process and geographical mobility. In contrast to the often cited Freedom of the Seas, many workers
in the fishing industry have experienced sometimes extreme unfreedom. What is more common are
multiple freedoms and unfreedoms based on the citizenship status of the workers, nature of wages
and debt relations, and how the specific ecologies and technologies of the fisheries shape labour
effort and time. We critique the strategic simplifications involved in the idea of slave labour
scandals, or of unfree labour understood in terms of employer mobility, to explore how these
conjunctural factors shape the diversity of working conditions in the marine fishing industry.

!

Melissa Marschke (University of Ottawa), Ben Belton (Michigan State University) and Peter
Vandergeest (York University)
Geographies of Labour on Myanmar’s Marine Resource Frontier (Panel A7)
Governance under common property regimes and the biological health of fish stocks are the two
overriding themes in the fisheries literature, but the role of labour in fisheries, and the conditions
under which it is employed, is often rendered invisible in these accounts. The literature also
accounts poorly for the ways in which change in the material and social characteristics of fisheries
are intertwined with geography, ecology, and short and longer term processes of economic and
political development. We study the conjuncture of these processes through a case study of marine
fisheries in Myanmar’s Mon State. Since its transition to a market economy in the 1990s,
Myanmar’s growing integration with other regional economies has driven the frontier of fisheries
exploitation ever outward - following a pattern similar to, but lagging behind, that experienced in
most of littoral Southeast Asia. This pattern results from interlinked processes of capital
intensification and technological change (e.g. mechanization, larger boats, more efficient fishing
gears, ice plants and cold storage). In addition to flows of capital and goods, physical and economic
integration have stimulated outflows of labour from Mon to neighboring Thailand, but created local
labour shortages, that have drawn in workers from other regions of Myanmar. Within Mon state
itself, improvements in infrastructure and the end of ethnic armed conflict have accelerated the pace
of fish extraction. Fisheries in Mon State have transformed in response. The marine resource
frontier has been extended further offshore as the scale and capacity of boats and gears has grown,
the duration of fishing trips has increased, and fisheries supply chains have lengthened downstream.
Relations of production in fishing have become increasingly capitalist, and ever more reliant on
migrant labour for both fishing and onshore drying operations, with unsafe and exploitive practices
increasingly apparent. Fish stocks have been impacted heavily by the expansion of fishing effort,
but the scarcity of fish has increased its value, contributing to further increases in fishing effort and
scale.
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!

Martel, Stéphanie (University of British Columbia)
ASEAN’s Diplomatic and Security Culture through the Prism of Practice (Panel E5)

!There is an important disconnect between the way ASEAN diplomats talk about their work and
external accounts of the organization’s diplomatic and security culture. The so-called ‘ASEAN
Way’ is usually portrayed as a set of norms that guide interstate relations in Southeast Asia with
ramifications in the rest of the Asia-Pacific. It is associated with both general principles—noninterference, sovereignty, peaceful settlement of disputes, bilateralism, etc.—and specific
diplomatic practices, including consensus, consultation and non-confrontation. A loosely used
concept, the ASEAN Way continues to serve as a catch-all explanation for both the grouping’s
durability and its difficulty to adapt to the 21st century. There have also been attempts to induce
more flexibility into the ASEAN Way over recent years. All this makes its current state difficult to
pinpoint, especially in the context of a widespread tendency to conflate general norms and specific
practices into a single trope. This paper argues that ASEAN’s diplomatic and security culture is best
understood as an interplay between discourse and patterns of social action. It gives special attention
to practitioners’ recollection of the daily conduct of their work, and how this supports identitybuilding among ASEAN diplomats through a Self/Other relationship with their non-ASEAN
counterparts.

!

Masalam, Hasriadi (University of Alberta)
20 Years after Krismon: Indonesia's Economic Change in the Aftermath of Financial
Aggression (Roundtable D6)

!

McAllister, Karen (McGill University)
Conservation or Commercialization? Contested Landscapes in the Nam Ha National
Protected Area, Northern Laos (Panel A1)

!The landscape of the Nam Ha National Protected Area (NPA) in Northern Laos is subject to
competing representations, valuations and uses. The creation of the NPA resulted in the
expropriation of village lands for biodiversity conservation. Ecotourism is promoted as an
alternative livelihood and villagers are represented as exotic traditional ‘hill tribes’ and their
territories as ‘jungle’. Paradoxically, village livelihoods and landscapes are being transformed
primarily by Chinese agricultural investment and market demand for forest products. Beginning in
2005, investors and villagers began to enclose forest and swidden lands for rubber tree plantations.
This has been followed by waves of new cash crops, changing traditional forms of agriculture,
transnational relations and customary property systems. The government supports agricultural
commercialization for development and to decrease village dependence on forest resources, yet this
has perversely increased demand for both land and forest products within the NPA. Tensions have
arisen between ecotourism and commercial agriculture over the use and aesthetic value of
landscape. The revaluation of land for either ‘commercial’ or ‘conservation’ uses has contributed to
the transformation of villagers’ spiritual understandings, perceptions and management of landscape.
This paper examines the conflicts, collaborations and revaluations arising in a landscape spatially
fragmented for commercialization and conservation.

!
!
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Melchiori, Stella (Independent Scholar)
Chim-Pom’s Real Times and Curating History (Panel D2)

!The Tokyo-based collective Chim↑Pom has cemented their place as one of the first and only artist
factions to visit, and in turn, address 3/11 and its fraught aftermath—and so quickly at that. Through
their exhibition Real Times, which consisted of video, performance and found objects, all directly
taken from or inspired by the Tōhoku disaster and the ensuing Fukushima Daiichi nuclear
meltdown, these artists strongly asserted their social voice. In highlighting the structure of Real
Times and Chim↑Pom’s methods of translating trauma, this presentation will frame the
transformative powers of the exhibition in question.

!

Milgram, Lynne (OCAD University)
Gift-Commodity Entanglements: (In)Formalizing Regulation in a Transnational
Philippine Market Trade (Panel C2)

!Filipinos working abroad (Overseas Filipino Workers or OFWs) regularly send cash remittances

and in-kind gifts (cosmetics, used clothing) to family members. OFWs’ gifts are not usually subject
to customs duties because they contribute to a family’s well-being. However, to meet their
subsistence needs, both Philippine gift recipients and entrepreneurs working in Baguio, for
example, operationalize this transnational flow of goods by diverting gifted products into public
market trade—transactions that straddle informal/formal, gift/commodity and extralegal practice.
This video demonstrates the channels through which both Baguio entrepreneurs and resident gift
recipients activate interdependent commodity (formal) and gifting (informal) conversations to
innovatively enmesh sectors of societies across global locations. For example, if Baguio residents
cannot use the OFW gifted goods they receive, they may sell or exchange these products in
commodity transactions at applicable public market stores. Entrepreneurs, in turn, foster
personalized customer relations by gifting capital income from these sales and goods to community
welfare initiatives. Baguio marketers thus emerge as transnational entrepreneurs while remaining
firmly seated in their local stores. Given that OFW remittances and gifts continue to fuel the
Philippine economy, these case studies evidence how Baguio residents and entrepreneurs engage
alternative transnational economic practices when it is to their respective advantage.

Milgram, Lynne (OCAD University)
Activating Alternatives in a Transnational Trade: Frontier Entrepreneurship and Coffee
Production in the Upland Northern Philippines (Panel A6)

!While the fair-trade-certified coffee movement’s roots in social justice created advantageous terms

for producers, its inadequate concern for coffee quality and uneven producer-trader relations have
given rise to entrepreneurs marketing “fairer-than-fair-trade” coffee. The latter’s practice moves
beyond corporate social responsibility to champion transparency, high quality and sustainability. By
opting out of the certification system, however, fairly-traded enterprises raise questions about how
consumers can verify entrepreneurs’ claims, how to reward entrepreneurs who effectively invest in
producers, and how producers can diversify cultivation to achieve livelihood sustainability. By
analyzing northern Philippine coffee enterprises adopting a ‘fairly traded’ mandate, I argue that
although these ‘barefoot’ social entrepreneurs establish more equitable producer-trade relations for
transnational trade, producers’ complex subsistence needs still challenge their enterprise
sustainability. While promoting small-lot coffee production has established a terroir of place
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thereby increasing sales, Philippine farmers’ lack of income diversity, their independent rather than
collective production, and competition in which producers sell previously promised produce to
another buyer frustrates entrepreneurs’ efforts to distinguish production quality and stresses
relations of trust. Given coffee culture’s growing third wave, I argue that Philippine entrepreneurs’
initiatives can still resolve these push-pull tensions to yield an industry more responsive to
stakeholders needs.

!

Montsion, Jean Michel (Glendon College, York University)
Archived Sentiment/Resentment over the Founding of Singapore: Linking Colonial
Emotions to Trade Routes and Ethnic Diversity (Panel E7)
Looking at the dispute over the Straits of Malacca and Singapore between the Dutch and the British
in the early nineteenth century, I examine the emotions expressed by both parties in framing their
claims, and more specifically over the creation of a British trading outpost on the island of
Singapore. In light of Ann Laura Stoller’s work, I maintain that rereading colonial exchanges
utilizing an emotions lens will highlight some under-explored connections between the desires of
controlling trade routes and profiting from local resources, and the fears and frustrations related to
dealing with local ethnic diversity. Colonial sentiments towards ethnic difference in the founding of
the British Settlements and in the Anglo-Dutch negotiations leading to the signing of the London
Treaty in 1824 will be explored to better understand the framing of Modern Singapore as both a
source of success and of anxiety. Based on archival work, this research aims to revisit how the
colonial emotional landscape surrounding the creation of Singapore has played a role in shaping the
foundations of the city-state and its relations to other countries in the region.

!

Moser, Sarah (McGill University)
Global Circulations of the ‘Malaysia Model’ (Panel B1)

!A growing body of scholarship examines how interpretations of the ‘Singapore model’ have
inspired states around the world to adopt business-friendly, entrepreneurial policies. While Malaysia
tends to be overshadowed both in the media and scholarship by Singapore’s global city status, its
economic success, and ‘world class’ reputation, Malaysia has also become a globally influential
innovator of urban policy that is widely emulated in emerging economies. In this paper I
demonstrate that since the early 1990s, Malaysia was a pioneer of a creating new master-planned
cities as a national economic growth strategy, an approach that has been widely emulated across the
Global South. I argue that Malaysia has become an important actor in the transnational circulation
of ideas and policies about new cities, selling a model of urban-centric state-driven development
and modernization that is considered inspiring to a variety of emerging economies and more
achievable than the Singapore model, particularly in Muslim-dominated societies. While urban
policy mobilities scholarship tends to examine how urban policy flows from the Global North to the
Global South, this paper maps out the ways in which urban policy has been developed in Malaysia,
and the nodes through which it then circulates transnationally. Based on elite interviews, I
demonstrate how Indonesia, Morocco, Kenya and India are learning from Malaysia and adopting a
particular techno-utopian narrative about modernization and national development while adapting
the ‘Malaysia model’ to their local contexts.

!
!
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Narine, Shaun (St. Thomas University)
Evaluating the ASEAN Community (Panel E5)

!This paper will critically examine the prospects of the ASEAN Community, looking at the
arguments for and against the success of its different pillars: the ASEAN Economic Community
(AEC), the ASEAN Political and Security Community (APSC), and the ASEAN Socio-Cultural
Community (ASCC). The paper argues that the most consequential of these three pillars is the AEC.
However, even this is disadvantaged by the fact that most ASEAN business people are unaware of
its existence and the fact that non-tariff barriers constitute major impediments to trade. The other
two pillars—the APSC and the ASCC—are hampered by the fact that most of their initiatives deal
with policy areas that fall solidly under the sovereignty of member states. The ASEAN Community
is a long-term project that remains subject to the domestic political concerns of its members and the
security imperatives of the larger region.

!

Nerenberg, Jacob (University of Toronto)
20 Years after Krismon: Indonesia's Economic Change in the Aftermath of Financial
Aggression (Roundtable D6)
Nguyen, Hung Son, (Embassy of Vietnam in Canada)
ASEAN at 50: Can it Handle the South China Sea Issue? (Roundtable E1)

!The South China Sea is at the heart of Southeast Asia. It was the mass that separates Southeast
Asian nations but also the medium to connect them. For the large part of ASEAN’s existence, the
South China Sea issue has been one of the most prominent security issues facing the region, more
critically so today than ever. However, ASEAN’s ability to handle the South China Sea issues has
varied through time. At times, ASEAN tacked the issue head on. Other times, ASEAN tried to avoid
discussing the issue altogether. At 50, the South China Sea has become the litmus test for the
group’s spiritual endurance, the ability to withstand geopolitical shocks as well as the strength of its
institutions. For its own survival, ASEAN has no choice but to handle the South China Sea issues.

!

Nguyen, Julie (Canada Vietnam Society)
Towards Peace and Security in the South China Sea: Bilateral or Multilateral Solution?
(Roundtable E1)

!This paper attempts to evaluate the effectiveness (or lack thereof) of a number of bilateral and

multilateral approaches that have been used to resolve the South China Sea disputes in the last
decades, and provides an analysis of recent developments and the implications for future bilateral
and multilateral negotiations. It examines the geopolitical sources of conflicts in the South China
Sea disputes with a focus on the history of the conflicts in Indochina due to its strategic location
since the Second World War, and argues that the possibility of a peaceful solution depends largely
on the type of leadership that China and the United States would have in the region respectively.
ASEAN nations would seek balance between their bilateral and multilateral approaches, which will
have implications for ASEAN centrality in the regional security architecture.

!
!
!
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Nguyen, Julie (Canada Vietnam Society)
Introduced in the West for the First Time: Selected Works of Ho Chi Minh on Peace,
Democracy and Gender Equality (Panel C4)

!Many people are unware that the United States and Ho Chi Minh were once allies – the Office of

Strategic Services (precursor of the Central Intelligence Agency) and Viet Minh collaborated in
1943–1945 to fight against Japanese imperialism. Many have no idea that Ho Chi Minh sent not just
one letter to Harry Truman, but at least 14 letters and telegrams to the president and other American
government officials between August 1945 and February 1946, asking the U.S. to recognize
Vietnam’s independence, without any reply. And many do not know that Ho Chi Minh was the first
person who brought the word ‘feminism’ to Vietnam in 1926, and raised awareness of gender
oppression and injustice in the family and in society. As a result of decades of aggressive, anticommunist rhetoric during the Cold War, Ho Chi Minh was regarded simply as a communist, and
often in a negative light. Not until 2011, when The Pentagon Papers was released to the public, was
new light was shed on him. The existing selected works of Ho Chi Minh, introduced by Fall (1967)
and Hanoi Foreign Languages Publishing House (1962 and 1973), reflect more objective views on
him, but they are still incomplete when compared to the 15 volumes of the Ho Chi Minh Collection
(2011) by the Vietnam National Political Publishing House. In this paper, I will briefly discuss the
selected works of Ho Chi Minh on peace, democracy and gender equality, which will be introduced
for the first time in the West in a forthcoming book.

!

Ortega, Arnisson Andre C. and Sabrina Nikki F. Ramos (University of the Philippines,
Diliman)
Accumulation through Philanthropy: Mapping Spaces of Power and Capital in GK
Villages in Central Luzon, Philippines (Panel A5)
This paper examines the ways in which capitalist accumulation is enabled through philanthropic
enterprises by mapping the rise of some Gawad Kalinga (GK) villages in Central Luzon. For years,
GK villages in Central Luzon were primarily established by transnational flows of capital in the
form of donations and volunteer labour, most of which were erratic. Following GK’s separation
from a religious organization and concomitant transformation into a social enterprise, the
transnational relations characterizing GK villages have been reconfigured in recent years, with its
philanthropic mission having been discursively transformed into a brand of neoliberal development
that heavily promotes nationalism and entrepreneurialism. Such transformation is best manifested in
the rise of GK farm, GK’s showcase development that serves as an incubator of a variety of social
enterprises. The farm not only consolidates the transnational flows of support but has also becomes
a space where poor Filipino beneficiaries have been shepherded into the pastoral care of GK, as
they are disciplined, trained and showcased as idealized entrepreneurial subjects. Meanwhile,
residents in GK villages have felt virtually left behind as transnational funds dry up and many
residents fail to abide by GK’s disciplinary apparatuses. What emerges in these narratives are
uneven geographies of transnational neoliberalism wherein alternative economies transform into
explicitly capitalist enterprises while reconfiguring the lives of the poor.

!
!
!
!
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Osborne, Dana (Ryerson University)
Minority Tongues in the Diaspora (Panel C3)

!This paper presents data collected among multilingual participants from the Philippines currently
living and working in the Greater Toronto Area (GTA), members of a growing set of diasporic
peoples entering Canada to pursue opportunities for work. Applying frameworks of linguistic
anthropology that focus on language in the creation and maintenance of sociocultural regimes, an
outline of the use-patterns of multiple languages among speakers will be explicated as these play
out in various aspects of their lives. In light of the fact that many speakers within the Filipino
diaspora are separated from large portions of their families for extended periods of time, this
analysis explores the role of language and most especially codeswitching and mixing as practices by
which social cohesion and connectivity within and between speakers is maintained. In light of the
inherent challenges of precarious work in a new country, opportunities to build and maintain social
cohesion by way of linguistic connectivity is particularly critical. This paper will argue that
opportunities to forge social connections among members of speaking communities constitutes
orders of belonging realized in situ through daily practice whereby speakers build relationships,
reaffirm social ties and maintain identity within the challenging milieu of working and living in the
diaspora.

!

Ostwald, Kai (University of British Columbia) and Guillem Riambau (Yale-NUS College)
How Migration and Ethnic Diversity Undermine Social Trust: The Competing Roles of
Civic, Ethnic and Class Identities (Panel C5)

!Both ethnic diversity and migration have been widely associated with lower levels of social trust.

While they often conflated, they are distinct phenomena that can affect social trust through different
channels, including ethnocultural differences like language and religion, differences in civic norms,
or differences in socio-economic status. We leverage features of Singapore’s unique demographic
makeup to provide insights into the way that these three channels affect trust. Singapore has a
multiethnic population comprised of three main ethnic groups, namely Chinese (75%), Malay
(15%), and Indian (10%). These populations have been in Singapore in significant numbers for well
over a century and have developed distinctive features as well as a shared civic Singaporean
identity. Roughly one-third of Singaporean residents, however, are relatively new migrants, mainly
from other Southeast Asian countries, India, and China. Many of these new migrants, particularly
those from Malaysia, India, and China, are ostensibly co-ethnics of Singaporeans with longestablished roots in Singapore, but do not share the same civic Singaporean identity and often
occupy a different socio-economic class. This overlapping constellation of ethnic, civic and
socioeconomic identities allows us to make far more precise inferences on which dimensions of
difference are responsible for reducing levels of social trust. We embedded a survey experiment into
a general household survey, which we administered in-person to a representative sample of
Singaporean households (N=2,000) between September and December 2016. Respondents were
given a scenario in which they were asked to imagine that they lost their wallet, which was found
by a person that we describe in detail. Respondents are then asked to assess how likely it is that the
wallet will be returned by that finder. The descriptions of the finder are identical, except that we
randomize their ethnicity (through assigning mutually exclusive Chinese, Malay or Indian names),
their birthplace (between Singapore, Malaysia and China), and their socio-economic status
(between lower-middle class and upper class). Preliminary findings offer intriguing insights. We
find that civic identity generally trumps ethnic identity: Singaporean respondents on average trust
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fellow Singaporeans (including when they are non-coethnics) more than they do migrants
(including when they are coethnics that share ethnocultural attributes like language and religion).
Socio-economic status plays an intervening role: the trust penalty towards migrants is mitigated
when a migrant finder is from a higher SES. These findings strongly suggest that shared civic
norms can substantially mitigate the divisive potential of ethnic difference, particularly when
migration is not strongly associated with class divisions. This has numerous policy implications for
states contending with rapid migration.

!

Ostwald, Kai (University of British Columbia)
Decentralizing Myanmar: Challenges and Lessons (Panel E4)
Myanmar continues to face a difficult ‘triple transition’ with separate political, economic and peace
dimensions. Decentralization, potentially with a federal structure, is seen by many in the country as
an important component of the transitions. Yet after several decades of highly centralized rule,
substantial gaps in subnational level capacities pose substantial challenges to decentralization plans.
The experiences with decentralization of other countries in the region, especially Indonesia and
Thailand, offer three important lessons to Myanmar. First, it is important that the institutional
arrangement does not result in a ‘missing middle.’ Second, administrative competences must align
with subnational level capacities, which may require a slow expansion of competences. Third,
excessive caution in expanding competences may lead to a stalled decentralization process, as in
Thailand.

!

Otsuki, Tomoe (Independent Scholar)
Memento mori: Narrating the Ghosts and Constructing Cultural Trauma of 3.11 in
Northeast Japan (Panel D2)

!In the wake of the devastating 2011 tsunami in Northeast Japan, commonly called the ‘Tohoku’
region, a series of stories of ghosts who had died in the tsunami, have appeared and received media
and scholarly attention in Japan. This paper discusses how the media and scholars in Japan have
interpreted or represented the ghost stories in Tohoku to make them comprehensible for the public.
It then proceeds to inquire how the ghost stories in the post-tsunami landscape point to other ways
of constructing cultural trauma and resisting the national narrative of recovery in the post-3/11
communities.

!

Padawangi, Rita (Singapore University of Social Sciences)
Social Activism and Democratization in Urban Indonesia (Panel B7)

!Democratization opens new political space configurations, in which voices that were previously
suppressed or marginalized may surface. In Indonesia, the 1998 Reform is one of the major
milestones of national democratization. However, much of the discussion on political reforms have
not sufficiently assessed how urban space transformation and democratization relate, despite
decentralization that devolved power to the cities and regencies in making development and
budgetary decisions in their territories. Central in addressing the relationship between urban space
and democratization is the role of social activism in urban development. To explore this
relationship, in this paper I focus on post-Reform initiatives in Jakarta that actively propose and
oppose development ideas that shape the attainment of citizens’ rights to the city. The background
of the initiatives, the history of the urban spaces in question, and the strategies to voice the concerns
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of the marginalized population in development decisions will inform how democratization is
understood and practiced spatially and how they shape the everyday lives in urbanizing
neighbourhoods.

!

Paradela, Teilhard (University of British Columbia)
Charting the Radio Boom in the Philippines, 1948–1990: Rural Development, Mass
Communication and the Nation Building Project (Panel B6)

!Since the Philippines became a sovereign republic in 1946, the question of radio ownership has

been asked continuously in its censuses. By asking this question, I suggest that the local Filipino
elites and their American consultants were not only charting the increase of radio ownership in the
islands, but also fostering this trend for their nation building project. Inspired by its popularity in
the U.S., they wanted to exploit the radio as the primary communication platform to penetrate and
modernize rural villages or the barrios. Informed by policies and programs on countryside
development, they imagined these barrios as borders of the nation: isolated, backward and
vulnerable to dangerous influences, but also pregnant with possibilities for the economy and the
society. And they identified the radio as the most effective instrument to engage and control the
bodies in these ‘remote’ places. To what extent did they succeed? Using visual analytics, I graph the
data on radio ownership to render the intermittent and differential increase in the reach of, and
access to, the radio among the regions. Through these visualizations, I discuss the challenges that
the elites faced in constituting a nation out of people scattered over 7,000 islands through mass
communication.

!

Park, Kilim (University of British Columbia)
In a Hopeful and Rugged Terrain: Jakarta through the Experiences of the Migrant
Returnee Women (Panel C3)

!This paper explores Jakarta, the capital city of Indonesia with many faces that traverses extremes

with ease, by focusing on the experiences of the women migrant worker returnees. By attempting to
write emotional geographies of Jakarta in the way of exploring the women's emotions and other
linked modalities such as affect and feeling, the paper seeks to articulate the forces that influence
tangible and intangible manifestations of the city. In a hopeful and rugged terrain revealed through
the women's everyday practices such as after-work activities and community building, I also
suggest that emotions and affect constitute and explain spaces within ‘Jakarta’ that the women have
carved out to be their own, and that their practices expose power relations particular to their gender
and class. Grounded in the stories of women migrant worker returnees living in Jakarta, the paper
delves into the changes in the women's descriptions of ‘Jakarta’ and behaviours in the city before
and after their experience working in other Asian urban centres.

!

Pase, Francesca (University of Georgia)
Reflections of Emotion: Multi-vocal Video Cued Ethnography in Indonesia (Panel D5)

!This paper discusses the use of video cued multi-vocal ethnography to explore the influence of
English language on the emotional experience malu. Malu is an indigenous Indonesian emotional
construct most often translated as ‘shame’, ‘embarrassment’ or ‘shyness’. It is an emotional
experience that is expected to produce harmony among interlocutors of different social statuses.
Interpretation of emotion is difficult and further complicated by cultural and linguistic differences
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among participants as well as between the participants and the researcher. For this study I filmed
behaviours I associated with malu in an Indonesian EFL classroom. I used segments of the film as
interview prompts with Indonesian educators and students. This method decentres the power of the
author-researcher by providing a space for participants to interpret the experiences that they see in
the video. Their reflections on the video helped to provide insights about the emotional experience
of malu as it manifested in English, Indonesian and Javanese. As Western trained researchers who
explore Southeast Asia, we must continually seek methods that are congruent with the ontological
experiences of the populations that we study. This paper suggests video cued multi-vocal
ethnography is a tool for interpretation that does not impose Western concepts of self onto
participants.

!

Preston, Trevor (Centennial College)
Malaysia's 1MDB Scandal: Financial Globalization as Unprecedented Graft (Panel A3)

!This paper will investigate the 1MDB, the One Malaysia Development Berhad scandal that has
gripped Malaysia since January 2016 from an international business perspective. Firstly, 1MDB will
be assessed as a new form of state capitalism in Southeast Asia under the rubric of a state sovereign
wealth fund. Next, this paper will cover the unravelling of 1MDB due to excessive debt leveraging
and political interference from close political associates surrounding Malaysia's incumbent Prime
Minister Najib Razak. Ultimately, this paper argues that 1MDB transformed from an attempt to
jump start Malaysia's economy using the tools of financial globalization and innovation into simply
a vehicle for unprecedented graft on behalf of select Malaysian political elites.

!

Pulliat, Gwenn (University of Toronto)
Farmlands and the Environment in Lao Cai, Vietnam (Panel B3)

!Examining the dynamics of farmlands in the outskirts of Lao Cai, Vietnam highlights the tensions
over the uses of lands in a rapidly developing city. It shows the gap between the political discourse
on the preservation of the environment and climate change adaptation on the one hand, and the
actual practices mostly driven by the economic development policy on the second hand. Drawing
upon a panel of 25 interviews with officials and 45 qualitative interviews with residents, the paper
discusses the consequences of the urban development on people’s livelihoods, how it impacts their
resilience to climate hazards, and how they perceive these changes in their environment. Particular
attention is given to the people displaced as a consequences of massive land seizure.

!

Puts, Yavanna (Wageningen University) and Olivia Tran (University of Ottawa)
Working against the Current: The Challenges faced by Thai Civil Society Organizations
in Addressing Labour Issues in the Seafood Industry (Panel A4)

!Efforts to understand and address labour and trafficking in the global seafood industry have

increased since the exposure of labour scandals. In Thailand, rigorous change was implemented
after the country received international scrutiny from its primary seafood markets on labour
scandals involving migrant workers. Civil society organizations have a major role in Thai seafood
reform, as they are among the few groups in contact with fish workers. Insights from semistructured interviews with civil society and private and public actors, demonstrate how the
increasing interest in labour and trafficking in the seafood sector has affected the civil society
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organizations in Thailand working to improve the welfare of fish workers, especially fishers at sea.
The analysis also shows the significant effect of global funders on the work of civil society
organizations. In this paper, it is discussed which struggles civil society organizations encounter in
order to improve the welfare of fish workers. Findings suggest efforts are impeded by the private
and public sectors through means of the judicial system and loopholes in policies. Besides, it is
argued that the global system of funding is not accessible for small civil society organizations in a
benign environment.

!

Putzel, Dylan (McGill University)
There and Back Again: The Cultural Rootedness of Complexity in Commodity Chains of
Black Cardamom in Yunnan Province, China (Panel A6)

!Black cardamom (amomum tsaoko) is a non-timber forest product (NTFP) used in a variety of

Chinese and Vietnamese cooking and traditional medicines. In recent years, black cardamom has
become a cash crop option for farmers living in the mountainous Sino-Vietnamese borderlands, who
integrate its cultivation into their livelihood portfolios to different degrees. The spice is cultivated
on both sides of the border by ethnic minority farmers, and in Yunnan also by Han Chinese, before
it travels along complex commodity chains to consumers across China and globally. This paper
focuses on a number of the initial nodes of these commodity chains within Yunnan province, China.
While introducing the cultivators and different trade actors involved, I examine the relationships
between these key groups and the role that social capital plays in their negotiations. By doing so, I
reveal the inequities that farmers of differing scales—and different ethnicities—face with regards to
farm-gate price control. Using vertical and horizontal commodity chain analyses, I also investigate
why the spice takes seemingly avoidable journeys—hundreds of kilometres—only to return for sale
in the region where it was grown, illuminating further ethnic and gender-linked specificities and
biases within these commodity chains.

!

Rajaguru, Venilla (York University; Science for Peace)
Terrorism In and Around the Islands of Southeast Asia (Roundtable E2)

!My paper on terrorism as a dangerous socio-political phenomenon and as crime against humanity is
structured into three parts. My argument is that terrorism in and around the islands of Southeast
Asia cannot be homogenized into just one problematic cluster. My research points to three different
clusters of activities of three different groups that operate on widely diverging agenda—but all three
converge in their intentional destruction of sociopolitical order, mass violence and obliteration of
communal peace. Two of these can be neatly classified into non-state actor groups: i) the pirates of
the Straits of Malacca; and ii) the Abu Sayaf group affiliated to the Islamic State predominant in the
Southern islands of the Philippines. The third group is the ambiguous category of maritime militia,
a state sponsored group of civilian fishermen who identify themselves as Chinese, and form the
front line of trans-boundary aggression in and around the Exclusive Economic Zones of Vietnamese
and the Philippines sea passages. My paper straddles three tiers of analysis: ontological, empirical
and normative dimensions of managing and eliminating terrorist clusters in the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) region. My discussion on all three extremist sects includes their
history, purpose and reported activities. I further examine ASEAN regional mechanisms, Canadian
security cooperation and international governance structures on anti-terrorism in the region. My
analysis also covers implications to a growing body of international law on prosecuting these
different sects of terror.
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Ratih, Ayu (University of British Columbia)
Carving a Space: Women Survivors of 1965-66 Political Genocide in Indonesia (Panel D3)

!Between October 1965 to March 1966 the Indonesian army organized a political genocide that
claimed hundreds of thousands of lives. It is the worst case of mass violence in the country’s history
and it ranks as one of the largest genocides of the twentieth century. The army targeted members of
the Communist Party of Indonesia (PKI) and various organizations that were loosely affiliated to
the PKI. In this paper I will focus on the experience of women activists who were victimized. Most
of the women targeted had been part of the independence struggle (1945 to 1949) and active in
nation-building projects led by President Sukarno. But then, almost overnight, they were accused as
traitors of the nation and were either abducted, killed or incarcerated. They once experienced what it
was like to be free and liberated by joining the nationalist movement. The violence of 1965-66
resulted in a new clamp down on women’s movements and a tighter binding of women to the
patriarchal family. I intend to examine how these women remember their lives before 1965. How
did the changing ‘social spaces’ affect the women’s perception of the selves and agencies?

!

Rico, Trinidad (Rutgers University)
Heritage as Witness: Disaster Legacies in Post-tsunami Banda Aceh, Indonesia (Panel D2)

!The active role of construction that heritage may have in processes of reconstruction following a
natural disaster has been under estimated. In this paper, I discuss the distinction between histories
that can be heritagized and histories that resist heritagization using examples involved in the
reconstructed landscape of Banda Aceh, Indonesia, following the 2004 tsunami. In this discussion, I
consider the pivotal role that heritage expertise has in mediating the process of healing, and suggest
ways in which heritage expertise can further complicate its role in post-disaster landscapes.

!

Rouf, Kazi (York University)
Grameen Social Business Equating Financing for the Youth Entrepreneurs in Bangladesh
(Panel A3)

!This paper explores the social business financing policy and strategy of Grameen Bank sister

organizations, and identifies the challenges facing the second generation of Grameen Bank
borrowers in running their small social businesses in Bangladesh. Based on research on Grameen
youth new entrepreneur social business loan (NUSNL) services in Bangladesh in September 2014
to April 2015, the paper compares and contrasts different concepts related to social enterprise,
community economic development financing, social business equity financing, and Grameen social
business principles etc. The study examines whether second generation borrowers participate in the
family and in the community in social enterprise in a more egalitarian way than their parents and if
they are advocates for the Sixteen Decisions of the Grameen Bank (a holistic socioeconomic and
environmental campaign). The research findings indicate that instead of youth migration to urban
areas in search of paid employment, the youth are conducting social businesses in their own rural
communities. The research generates a new knowledge of social financing that could inform social
economy organizations elsewhere in the world.

!
!
!
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Roxas-Rojales, Ma. Gemma (De La Salle University)
The Truth Behind the New Society of the Marcos Regime Under Philippine Martial Law
as Perceived by a Martial Law Baby (Panel D3)

!This study aims to expose what a Martial Law baby experienced growing up during this era—the

fear of being under a government whose control over its people for decades brought unrest and the
cruelty and difficulties brought by the tyranny imposed by the Marcoses where people’s rights were
trampled during the darkest times in the country’s history. I present in this study the reasons for the
implementation of martial law through a proclamation and other related laws that strengthened this
program of the government. The personal experiences of the author, who grew up during this era,
together with her observations as a member of a family that is political in inclination, are also given
focus. Furthermore, numerous projects sponsored by the then Governor of Human Settlements and
First Lady Imelda Romualdez Marcos are also presented. Specifically enumerated are the different
infrastructure programs implemented and structures built during this time that are still in use.
Projects and structures were tainted with corruption and the monthly funds coming from the
American government as compensation for the Filipino soldiers who fought during the Vietnam
War never reached the hands of the soldiers, their families or their beneficiaries. The study shows
how a person who witnessed corruption and the evil of this regime felt when the tyrant was given a
hero’s burial in a place dedicated to soldiers and persons who gave their lives to defend the rights
and freedom that this nation so deserves.

!

Sangadji, Arianto (York University)
A Critical Review of Resource Nationalism in Mining Sector in Indonesia (Panel A5)

!Over the past decade, foreign investment in the mining sector has encountered obstacles. This is
mostly caused by the enactment of new regulations (as in Law No. 4 / 2009) in the mineral and coal
sectors which replaced the old mining law No. 11/1967. The new regulations have restricted the
transnational capital inflow. While some commentators have blamed predatory behaviours of rentseeking as the prominent factor that underpins the new regulations, many pro-market pundits and
institutions have dubbed the attempts of the government to have effective control over this naturebased industry as ‘resource nationalism.’ This paper problematizes the nationalism argument by
investigating the underlying factors that give rise to the new regulations. I will highlight two
factors: First, I will emphasize how resource nationalism serves to eschew the contradiction of
capitalism in this sector, i.e., the exploitation of labour by capital in the production of surplus-value.
Second, the notion of nationalism mainly ignores the distinctive feature of capital accumulation
which relies on the state's power in the exploitation of nature. I argue that the state policy is nothing
but an attempt to appropriate a fairer distribution of revenue emanating from the surplus-value of
capital accumulation.

!

Sangadji, Arianto (York University)
20 Years after Krismon: Indonesia's Economic Change in the Aftermath of Financial
Aggression (Roundtable D6)

!

Seto, Ario (Goethe Universität Frankfurt)
The Escalation of Hate: Social Media and Death during the Time of Elections (Panel B7)

!In the time of social media, smear campaigns have become one of the great challenges in
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establishing public spheres. On one side, mediated politics helps to enlarge the outreach of political
participation; on the other, it lacks a curatorial function and thus the appropriate validation of
information, making it prone to become a location for unpronounced circulation including hoaxes
and hate campaigns. While it seems to be the end of the public sphere, all conflicting sides are
advocating nationalistic ideals and space for commons. My paper focuses on the Jakarta 2017
Gubernatorial Election as an example of these challenges. It illustrates how a social media smear
campaign against a Christian candidate of Chinese descent, Basuki Punama, in a predominantly
Muslim province had offline consequences for religious practices. To the extreme, in some districts,
his Muslims voters were denied Islamic burial rights. In one incident, the family of the deceased
had to sign a contract indicating that they will vote for other candidates beside Purnama. Because of
the rising conservative Islamic influence in the country’s normative orders, political choice in
Indonesia in the era of viral circulation is no longer simply a matter of democracy, but also about
mainstreaming popular Puritanism and social exclusion.

!

Silva, Luis (Centennial College)
Canada’s Opportunity through Active Engagement with Regional Networks (Roundtable
E2)

!Canada is reliant on international trade with the total value of Canadian imports and exports

accounting for 65 percent of its gross domestic product. Canada has a vested interest in the peace
and security of the South China Sea. The waterway is a busy trade route that accounts for 30
percent of global trade that is worth an estimated US$5 trillion. Any disruption to the South China
Sea trade route would have an immediate effect on the Canadian economy. The South China Sea
does not have a comprehensive international legal framework that is capable of handling regional
disagreements. Longstanding tensions over the territorial claims and navigational rights in the sea
have resulted in confrontations between China and its neighbours, the Philippines and Vietnam. The
United States regards the sea as an international waterway and has deployed military vessels to
patrol the area and enforce its freedom of navigation program. However, the risk of armed conflict
in the South China Sea would expose Canada to the possibility of being dragged reluctantly into
coalition warfare. Canada now has an opportunity to enhance its contribution to the peace and
security of the South China Sea by engaging actively with regional networks. Canada has been a
dialogue partner of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) since 1977 and a member
of the ASEAN Regional Forum since 1993. Canada is also a participant in the Shangri-La Dialogue.
There are now pathways to contribute to inter-regional trade, peace and security.

!

Silva, Luis (Centennial College)
The Changing Identities and Roles of the Vietnamese Diaspora: Implications for Canada’s
Domestic Politics and Foreign Policy (Panel C4)

!In Canada, there are 300,000 people in the Vietnamese community, which includes approximately

5,000 who arrived in 1975 after the Fall of Saigon and 60,000 refugees (‘boat people’) who arrived
in 1979. Despite a majority of the economic migrants from Vietnam who arrived in Canada since
1981, the Vietnamese diaspora is often portrayed as a community of ‘refugees’ in the Canadian
media and perceived as such by Canadian society. The Vietnam War ended more than four decades
ago, yet the Vietnamese community in Canada remains divided, with a vocal subgroup of refugees
who wish to keep the memories of the war alive. The tensions are often expressed within the
community as ‘yellow flag’ (the flag of the former Republic of South Vietnam) versus ‘red flag’ (the
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official flag of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam), south versus north, and anti-communist versus
communist. Canada has a long history of domestic political parties reaching out to ethnic groups in
order to attract votes. Within the Vietnamese community, Canadian political parties have exercised
one of two options: a) exploiting the division in the community for political advantage; or b)
avoiding the division by making compromises that confuse Vietnamese Canadians who no longer
associate themselves with the war. Neither of these options advances Canada’s relationship with
Vietnam. With Canada and Vietnam celebrating 45 years of official diplomatic relations next year,
the timing is appropriate for Canada to have an official diaspora policy.

!

Silvey, Rachel (University of Toronto)
Gendering Relocation: Indonesian Migrant Labour in the Transnational City (Panel C6)

!This paper examines the multiple scales and spaces of gendered displacement that shape Indonesian
migrant workers' journeys from urban margins to work sites in global cities. It traces migrants' life
histories as a lens onto the spatial struggles that animate their marginal positions across
transnational and local landscapes of urban redevelopment. The paper engages the growing body of
literature on "migration infrastructures" (Xiang and Lindquist, 2014) with an emphasis on the social
texture and material details of the institutions tasked with managing migration. Based on extended
fieldwork in West Java, and shorter-term research in Singapore and the United Arab Emirates, the
analysis finds both longstanding and emergent patterns of gendered socio-spatial exclusion and
some surprising elements of women’s transnational occupancy urbanism

!

Su, Zachariah (McGill University)
The Policies and Politics of Singaporean and Canadian Non-Ratification of the ICMW
(Panel C5)

!On 1 July 2003, the United Nation’s International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All

Migrant Workers and Members of their Families (ICMW) entered into force after finally reaching
the threshold of 20 ratifying states since its initial signature in 1990. Despite standing as the most
comprehensive treaty in the field of migration, the ICMW has been ratified by fewer than 50 states
as of 2015, making it the least ratified treaty among all major human rights treaties. Among states
which have yet to ratify the convention are a collection of countries that vary in regime type and
records of previous ratification of international human rights conventions. Countries with
authoritarian political systems such as Singapore, in keeping with their lower proclivity to ratify and
sign international human rights treaties, have more predictably failed to ratify the ICMW. On the
other hand, a host of liberal democratic countries with proven track records in ratifying numerous
international human rights treaties such as Canada have similarly ignored the ICMW. This paper
will seek to analyze the policy frameworks which govern the admission and treatment of migrant
workers in the Singaporean and Canadian settings, focusing especially on the degree to which either
country’s policies are currently compliant with the stipulations of the ICMW. This paper will
forward the argument that Singaporean and Canadian labour immigration policies and practices are
both, in fundamental ways, non-compliant with the ICMW, and that the nonratification of the treaty
by both countries is a reflection of their policy preferences. Thus, through a comparative study of
Singapore and Canada, I will aim to show how migrant vulnerability comes to be produced in two
contexts which differ according to regime and cultural mores through similar state policies, as lowskilled, low-wage workers come to be systematically excluded from family reunification,
permanent residence status and several key civil and labour rights.
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!

Sunai, Naoko (Hitotsubashi University)
Empowerment and Exploitation: The Migrant Institution and Working Conditions of
Vietnamese Domestic Workers in Taiwan (Panel C6)

!In this paper, I will discuss how the migrant institution affects the working conditions of migrant

workers using case studies of Vietnamese female migrant domestic workers in Taiwan. With the
social, economic and political background of Vietnam and Taiwan, the migrant institution between
the countries, which is built by government policies and strong business activities of broker
companies, permits Vietnamese women move to Taiwan as domestic workers. In this situation,
more vulnerable rural women are canalized to domestic work in Taiwan, but on the other hand,
migrant domestic work is one of the remaining economic empowerment opportunities. Under the
migrant institution women must borrow money to pay broker fees before they cross the border and
then pay back the debt in Taiwan. They work very hard without holidays because of three key
reasons: (1) domestic workers are not included in Taiwan’s labour codes; (2) the women have to
earn income to pay back the debt and to send money to support their families in Vietnam; (3) they
do not have sufficient opportunities for paid employment in their villages, so they work hard to
maximize their opportunities for income. Each aspect under the migrant institution including the
background of the women, the governments’ policies, broker companies, and attributes of domestic
work, all of which are closely interlinked and have an impact on the working conditions of domestic
workers and on those women’s power, independence and agency.

!

Takamura, Kazue and Erik Martinez Kuhonta (McGill University)
Religious Organizations and Migrant Rights: The Case of the Jesuits in Japan and the
Philippines (Panel C5)

!The literature linking religious organizations and migrant rights generally argues for a positive

relationship. Religious organizations, such as the Catholic Church, tend to support migrant workers
on the basis of concerns over solidarity, compassion and hospitality – all related to larger questions
of justice. These organizations provide material and emotional welfare, and are especially active in
supporting detained migrants and in advocating against the criminalization of immigration. In this
paper, we focus on the activities and strategies of the Jesuit order within the Catholic Church in
Japan and the Philippines. By focusing on labour-receiving and labour-sending countries and
concentrating on the work of the Jesuit order, we intend to provide analytical insight into the
workings of one of the most active pro-migrant religious organizations. Based on fieldwork
interviews and on-site visits, the paper will focus on the ideological and material dimensions
through which the Jesuits work toward improving migrant rights.

!

Tran, Olivia (University of Ottawa), Melissa Marschke (University of Ottawa) and the Issara
Institute
From Trafficking to Post-Rescue: Insights from Burmese Fishers on Coercion and
Deception in the (Anti)Trafficking Processes (Panel A7)

!This paper focuses on the experiences of Burmese men who, having been trafficked into Thailand’s

offshore fishing industry, are in the process of re-integrating into Burmese society. Discussions with
15 of these men highlight how they were coerced or deceived throughout all phases of their
experience, from recruitment to post-rescue. While the men corroborated accounts of deception and
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abuse on Thai fishing vessels as have been widely reported by the media and NGOs, in-depth
interviews reveal other forms of deception and coercion by anti-trafficking actors that continued
into the rescue and reintegration phase. This ‘continuum’ of deception and coercion raises serious
questions for assistance providers about the protection and reintegration of trafficked persons, and
highlights why it is imperative that the international community including businesses and NGOs as
well as governments, pay more attention to reintegration efforts and supporting these men to rebuild
their lives. Recommendations to support these men include: rethinking appropriate and more
empowering assistance, providing financial compensation, and strengthening engagement of the
private sector in reintegration activities.

!

Tremblay, Jessika (University of Toronto)
Posting Tradition: The Role of Facebook in Constructing Community in Indonesia (Panel
B6)

!Most residents in Indonesian cities live in urban kampung (Hanan 1996), a term that designates the
overlap of neighbourhood-based administrative units and the communities that inhabit them
(Sullivan 1986: 63). The social cohesion of kampung is attributed to the presumed cultural roots of
gotong royong, or ‘mutual assistance,’ which connotes the deployment of voluntary labour on the
basis of reciprocity. In the post-Suharto era, gotong royong connotes local traditional value that is
contrasted against the threatening forces of ethnic assimilation and urbanization. As the country
decentralizes, districts compete for resources on the basis of cultural distinction (Aspinall 2013;
Pisani 2014). Kampung brand themselves with cultural, economic or technological distinction to tap
into this economy of cultural aesthetics. Those who ‘stand out’ attract support from governmental
and non-governmental bodies seeking to encourage the proliferation of entrepreneurial (neoliberal)
subjects. This paper discusses how Kampoeng Cyber, a neighbourhood that has branded itself on
the basis of its grassroots internet-connectivity initiative, deploys Facebook content to present
images of solidarity, gotong royong, and community to themselves and to observers as a way to
participate in this economy.

!

Thuon Try (Royal University of Phnom Penh)
The Politics of Spatial Arrangement, Urbanization and Climate Change: Case Study from
Battambang, Cambodia (Panel B4)

!This paper adopts an urban political ecology (UPE) perspective and explores the emerging role that

strategic group formation has in shaping the dynamics of spatial relations, urbanization and climate
change. Since early 1990s, Cambodia has experienced a rapid urban sprawl and, combined with
climate change, significant changes in land use and in hydrological flows from up-downstream
through tributaries are expected. Using a UPE perspective, I will look at urban environment through
power relations and show how it is being revealed, contested and enforced. This paper will operate
through selected urban systems, spatial plans and spill over affects, natural capital, and
communities’ survival. I will analyze the role of strategic group formation in shaping and
influencing this process. It will draw upon a case study of Battambang, the second largest city in
Cambodia.

!
!
!
!
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Tungohan, Ethel (York University)
Undocumented Filipino Migrant Labour in Canada: An Assessment of Undocumented
Migrants’
Trajectories of Precariousness through Oral Life Histories (Panel C5)

!As the largest source country for the Temporary Foreign Worker Program (TFWP), the Philippines

has become associated with migrant work in popular discourses in Canada. Scholars such as
Geraldina Polanco (2013) and Glenda Bonifacio (2013) in fact note how Filipino temporary foreign
workers use their presence in Canada as a way to fulfill long-held ambitions to move abroad.
Nevertheless, policy changes to Canada’s Temporary Foreign Workers Program in 2011 and in
2014, which included reducing the numbers of temporary foreign workers who workplaces can
employ and putting limitations on the length of time temporary foreign workers could stay in
Canada, thrust many of these workers into a precarious situation. Although all temporary foreign
workers came to Canada under time-limited employment contracts, many assumed that they would
be able to acquire Canadian citizenship status by transitioning to the Provincial Nominees Program
that allows employers to nominate temporary foreign workers for permanent residency. Through the
use of life history interviews with three Filipino temporary foreign workers, all of whom came to
Canada under the TFWP and who lost status as a result of the aforementioned policy changes, the
goal of this paper is to ‘map’ the different trajectories of precariousness experienced by these
workers, focusing on how losing status affected their employment, their health care needs, and the
lives of their children. By adopting Luin Goldring and Patricia Landolt’s (2013) conceptualization
of migrant “conditionality”, which they argue can take the form of a “chutes and ladders” approach
where government policies and interactions with migration brokers such as government bureaucrats,
employers, etc., puts migrants “up the ladder towards more presence and more rights” one day, and
“down a chute towards more vulnerability” the next, this paper highlights the important role played
by supportive authority figures such as employers and teachers in helping to ease some of the
vulnerabilities faced by undocumented migrant and their families.

!

Turner, Alicia (York University)
On Myanmar (Roundtable E6)

!

Turner, Sarah (McGill University)
Resisting Revanchist Transport Planning: Motorbike Taxi Mobilities in Hanoi, Vietnam
(Panel B1)

!In Vietnam’s capital Hanoi, the municipal government is considering banning motorbikes from

downtown streets by 2025. This, in a city of about five million motorbikes and half a million cars.
The government considers cars as the ultimate sign of modernity and mobility, while motorbikes are
positioned as obstructing traffic flows, polluting and inefficient. This revanchist vision will directly
impact the livelihoods of thousands of informal transport providers, especially motorbike taxi
drivers (xe om). Already, this staple profession for rural-urban migrants is under pressure, as urban
space use is increasingly restricted. Based on interviews and participant observation with xe om
drivers, recent UberMOTO arrivals and customers, I argue that this state imaginary stratifies the
daily mobilities of Hanoi’s residents. Official access to streets and sidewalks (where xe om drivers
wait for customers) is increasingly delineated according to factors such as economic and social
positioning, including place of origin. Nonetheless, xe om drivers have their own everyday politics
and tactics to reshape possible mobilities, including route selection to avoid police, ‘performing
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poverty’ if caught, and information gathering via social networks. This paper thus investigates how
mobility and everyday urbanism are framed, produced and reworked in a post-socialist context
undergoing profound socioeconomic changes

!

Turner, Sarah (McGill University)
Flex Crops or Flex Livelihoods? The Story of Volatile Star Anise Commodity Chains in
Upland Northern Vietnam (Panel A6)

!Despite the multiple usages of star anise, a spice harvested from trees native to northeast Vietnam

and southeast China, and notwithstanding its potential as a ‘flex crop’ due to being a key component
in the pharmaceutical production of the anti-influenza drug Tamiflu, little is known about who
cultivates this spice and how it reaches consumers around the world. Drawing on commodity chain
analyses and recent ‘flex crops’ debates, this paper analyses the roles of actors along star anise
commodity chains originating in rural northern Vietnam. Qualitative fieldwork reveals the intricate
and idiosyncratic nature of these commodity chains upon which ethnic minority cultivator
livelihoods depend. Cultivators, intermediaries, wholesalers, exporters and marketplace traders are
constantly having to renegotiate their positions along these chains to maintain viable livelihoods
due to uncertain financial returns and shifting demands. Adding to livelihood insecurities, financial
gains have fluctuated wildly over time, with the rise and fall of global demand for star anise to
make Tamiflu having weighty consequences. The segmented knowledge individuals have of these
commodity chains keep many in a vulnerable position, while the Vietnamese state’s approach to
promoting this commodity—upon which local livelihoods have depended for decades—is rather
questionable.

!

Vo, Thien-An (University of Ottawa)
Bridging Roles of Active Labour Market Programs and Vietnam Labour Market Policies
(Panel A3)

!In the labour market, Active Labour Market Programs (ALMP) works as an instrument to foster

labour supply through training, to leverage labour demand through public works or subsidies, and to
strengthen the role of the labour market through employment services (World Bank, 2006). This
essay reviews domestic and international literature, seeking to understand the definition, the
objectives and functions of ALMP and their effectiveness in developed and developing countries. It
is followed by a brief overview of Vietnam economic development, labour force characteristics, and
labour market outcomes. It then further investigates labour market challenges and the role of ALMP
for unemployed workers, vulnerable and disadvantaged groups such as youth, women, disabilities
and minorities in Vietnam. Based on these findings and analyses, the paper will recommend three
policy options for full and productive employment and strengthening the employability and ability
of unemployed, underemployed and vulnerable labours to be self-sufficient and improve earnings
through employment. Firstly, it suggests the reform of labour market institutions and the market
information system. Secondly, it recommends employment creation policies through non-farm
production in rural areas, SME development and informal sector employment, in enterprise
development and driving productivity growth. Finally, it suggests further research on labour
productivity through labour allocation across sectors and establishments; and through education,
training and skills requirements.

!
!
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Wagner, Kyle (York University)
Conservation in Focus: Capturing the Payments for Ecosystem Services (PES) Scheme
through Ecotourism and Camera-traps in Laos (Panel A2)

!In the mountainous landscape of the Nam Et-Phou Louey National Protected Area (NEPL-NPA) in

the Lao People’s Democratic Republic (Lao PDR), Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) is
deploying nature-based tourism activities as a method for species conservation and natural resource
management. In an attempt to address the critically low tiger population, WCS has assumed the role
of a tourism operator, launching three separate ecotour programs that aim to incentivize local
villagers to protect wildlife. This approach requires the direct sighting of wildlife by ecotourists
participating in these programs to generate cash payments for villagers. Due the unpredictability in
these sightings, WCS has integrated infrared camera-traps on two programs for ecotourists to view
on tour. This paper will thus investigate the nexus of ecotourism programs and PES schemes by
analyzing this particular project spearheaded by WCS in the Lao PDR. My analysis draws from
empirical fieldwork research on this PES-ecotourism project unfolding in the NEPL-NPA in
northeast Lao PDR. I seek to address some of the issues facing ecotourism and park management in
protected areas, while raising important questions regarding the long-term viability of this project to
increase tiger populations and improve the livelihood of village communities living around the
NEPL-NPA in the Lao PDR.

!

Walker, Chris (Saint Mary’s University)
Cuban Health Care Collaboration in Timor-Leste: Development Outlier or a Fit for the
New Deal? (Panel E3)

!Based on a research trip to Timor-Leste in 2017 (as well as findings from other research trips to

Venezuela and Cuba), this presentation will discuss the Cuban health care collaboration with TimorLeste. After a brief overview of the history of the agreement there will be an analysis of some of the
successes, challenges and complications of the now 14-year agreement. With 901 graduates by
December 2016 from the Cuban-sponsored medical programme, the difference between this
agreement and current western development trends provides a number of themes to consider,
especially when considering the g7+’s ‘New Deal’ as well as Mark Duffield’s work on the
development industry, contingent sovereignty, insured and uninsured populations, and institutional
fragmentation. How does Cuba’s approach fit with the New Deal? Will Cuba remain an outlier of
the development industry? This presentation will hopefully shed some light on Cuba’s approach to
health care development in Timor-Leste.

!

Webster, David (Bishop’s University)
Truth and Reconciliation Processes in Timor-Leste, Indonesia and the Solomon Islands
(Panel E3)

!Truth and reconciliation processes have gone global. This paper shares the findings of a
collaborative research project that compares the experience of truth and reconciliation—both with
and without a formal truth commission—in Timor-Leste, Indonesia (including Papua, Aceh and
Central Sulawesi), and Solomon Islands. Timor-Leste (East Timor) and the Solomon Islands have
completed truth and reconciliation commissions. There are calls to ‘set straight history’ in West
Papua, an Indonesian-ruled territory in which contested versions of the past contribute to current
conflict. Indonesia itself is in the midst of debates about the memory of mass killings in 1965–66
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and local conflicts. One province, Aceh, has established its own truth commission. The project
surveys truth and reconciliation in the region, with a focus on the pre- and post-truth commission
phases and the role played by civil society activism. It also pays attention to the role of Indigenous
traditions and women to draw lessons for global truth and reconciliation processes. Finally, possible
Canadian contributions and lessons from truth and reconciliation processes in Southeast Asia are
considered.

!

Weldemichael, Awet (Queen’s University)
Third World Colonialism and Strategies of Liberation: Eritrea and East Timor Compared
(Panel E3)

!By analyzing Ethiopia's rule over Eritrea and Indonesia's rule over East Timor, this paper compares

the colonialism of powerful third world countries on their small, less powerful neighbours. Through
a comparative study of Eritrean and East Timorese grand strategies of liberation, the paper
documents the inner workings of the nationalist movements and traces the sources of government
types in these countries. The study challenges existing notions of grand strategy as a unique
prerogative of the West and opposes established understanding of colonialism as an exclusively
Western project on the non-Western world. In addition to showing how Eritrea and East Timor
developed sophisticated military and non-military strategies, Weldemichael emphasizes that the
insurgents avoided terrorist methods when their colonizers indiscriminately bombed their countries,
tortured and executed civilians, held them hostage, starved them deliberately, and continuously
threatened them with harsher measures.

!

Whitfield, Taylor (University of Toronto)
Drought Vulnerabilities and Water Consumption Patterns in Khon Kaen, Thailand (Panel
B4)

!This paper looks at the issue of drought and water allocation from an environmental justice
viewpoint by analyzing the personal experiences of Khon Kaen City residents and experts in the
field from data collected from 16 semi-structured interviews. Results eluded to the water allocation
issues being focused in areas outside of the city’s urban area; a consciousness for the importance of
water access for all; and a mindset of resilience to the concern overall. There were no clear
injustices considering the current infrastructure capacities, however, going forward care must be
taken so that justice is not overlooked as the often disorganized forces of development and
urbanization continue.

!

Wilcox, Phill (Goldsmiths, University of London)
“It Doesn’t Matter what UNESCO Does, because in Thirty Years this will all be Chinese
Anyway”: The Changing Faces of Luang Prabang (Panel E7)

!Chinese influence in Laos is a subject attracting increasing interest, especially regarding economic

activities along the Lao China-border. This paper seeks to extend research in this area by arguing
that Chinese investment and involvement in Laos are increasingly pervasive forces that extend
beyond the areas of economic activity and are transforming everyday life throughout the country.
This is particularly apparent in Lao cities. Focusing on Luang Prabang, this paper demonstrates the
everyday perceptions of growing Chinese influence in multiple aspects of life, including
implications for the city’s celebrated UNESCO World Heritage status. It demonstrates various
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strategies that some Lao citizens undertake in response to growing Chinese influence in Laos, and
how these are marked largely by degrees of pragmatism and pessimism for the future. Finally, this
paper contends that the importance of this issue for Laos cannot be overstated; and that the issue of
Lao-China relations may itself be one of the determinative issues for the continuing legitimacy of
the Lao political establishment in the coming decades.

!

Xu Jing (York University)
The Commercialization of Heritage Buildings in Harbin (Panel B5)

!This paper aims to explore the complexity of post-colonial identity construction in China by
analyzing how the cultural heritages of the former colonizers and of the indigenous work together
both cooperatively and competitively to construct urban identities in the contemporary context of a
market economy. To address this issue, I will use the Chinese city of Harbin, a previous semicolony of Russia, as an example. The primary objectives of this paper are twofold: firstly, I will
analyze the colonial hybrid architecture of ‘Chinese Baroque’ that constituted a neighbourhood in
Harbin in the early decades of the twentieth century. Since 2001, many of these buildings were
reconstructed; businesses and tourists replaced the original residents who were forced to move into
apartment buildings in the suburbs. The relocation of these older residents and the
commercialization of these old buildings suggest the pervasiveness of capitalist economy and the
economic colonization of the poor by the rich, causing the disappearance of the old neighbourhood.
Secondly, this paper examines the diverse forms of resistance from the public, including verbal
criticism against the marginalization of the poor.

!

Yeo Siew Han (University of Toronto)
“Of Respectable Character and Desirous of British Naturalization”: The Making of the
Sino-British Subject in Colonial Burma, c. 1895-1930 (Panel E7)

!

A survey of naturalized Chinese applicants in British Burma from 1880-1929 provides insights into
the way that Southern Chinese migrants were legally constituted as subjects of the British colonial
government. Whether as easily domiciled residents or as a group of ‘temporary foreigners,’ the
Chinese population in British Burma were essential for British colonial interests, particularly as
itinerant traders and useful intermediaries in times of tenuous Burma-Qing relations. In the case of
Chinese migrants who became naturalized British subjects, the onus was on proving one’s ‘interest
in the colony’–a vague, yet necessary criteria of that changed over three decades, as seen in the
enforcement of the 1852 Indian Naturalization Act, the 1914 British Nationality and Status of
Aliens Act, and the 1926 Act VII of Naturalization. This paper explores the racial, religious and
linguistic criteria by which the Chinese applicants were variously considered ‘British’, Chinese or
‘localized Burmese’ in select naturalization cases. Not unlike the southern Chinese population in the
Straits Settlements, British colonial administrators regarded the Southern Chinese migrants as
entrepreneurial, gentlemanly and ‘easily adaptable’ migrants—a perception that influenced the
settlement, commercial expansion and legal governance of the Chinese population in Burma. Yet it
was only in 1909 that the Chinese Nationality Law of 1909 was passed—thereby legitimizing the
overseas Chinese as Chinese nationals by descent (regardless of birthplace). The Qing government’s
protections afforded to the overseas Chinese fueled British government’s doubts over the allegiance
of Chinese migrants in Burma. Situated at the conjunct of new debates over Chinese identity and
British naturalization, the case of the Chinese in late nineteenth and early twentieth-century British
Burma demonstrate how intersecting colonial, legal and racialized strategies of governance and
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identity were rendered inequitably throughout British holdings across Southeast Asia.

!

Youngblutt, Sarah (Leiden University)
How Effective are International Development Agencies in the Protection, Conservation
and Presentation of Cambodian Heritage Places (Panel D5)

!What would the world be like without the great temples of Angkor? As one might expect, the

preservation of Angkorean heritage has become a million-dollar industry. Since 1993 more than 36
countries, 12 intergovernmental groups and 38 international teams have contributed millions of
dollars to conservation, restoration, research and sustainable development projects in the Angkor
Park. Sustained foreign investment has created a cycle of state dependency upon tourism to the
Angkor sites. The cycle places high demands on foreign aid to conserve the sites, develop the
tourism sector, rectify damage to the sites from tourism, and continue excavations of Angkor sites to
stimulate future off-the-beaten-track tourism. But the system is not stable; in the last decade, the
dynamic interplay between international agencies and the local APSARA national authority has
been challenged by a lack of local technical and financial capacity, cultural barriers between
stakeholders and the inability of site management systems (like the Risk Map) to launch.
With adherence to the mandate and articles presented in the 1972 World Heritage Convention, this
work analyzes the extent to which Article 5(e), a policy established to foster national capacity
building, has been satisfied in the country of Cambodia. This important research will contribute to a
better understanding of the effectiveness of international capacity-building strategies and may
contribute to a growing literature in critical heritage studies on indigenous access to heritage.

Yudianto, Kelvin (Ohio University)
Political Significance behind the Demolition of Jakarta's Red Light District – Kalijodo
(Panel B7)

!Among the many controversies that plagued the governorship of recent Jakarta governor Basuki
Tjahaja Purnama (2014-2017), popularly known as Ahok, the demolition of Kalijodo—once the
largest red light district in Southeast Asia—and the forced eviction of its residents stood out. Then,
on the former site of the red light district, he built an orderly modern public space. Those actions,
done in 2016, have drawn both praise and opposition from numerous individuals, civil society
organizations and political elites. Those who have praised the eviction did so for various reasons
such as religious (prevention and eradication of sinful activities) and aesthetic (modern urban
landscape) ones. Whereas those who have opposed did so because they thought the eviction, among
various reasons, was elitist (i.e. pleased the desire of the middle class citizens for having organized
city) at the expense of the evicted people, most of whom were low or lower-middle income people.
This paper explores how opposing political factions in Jakarta use the Kalijodo project to
monumentalize their political views. It suggests that public spaces are not static and that competing
political actors use them to echo their competing political messages.

!

Yuliadi, Koes (Institut Seni Indonesia Yogyakarta)
Devil Shadow on Tattoo (Screening F6)

!Indonesian people have negative judgment on people who have tattoos on their body. In the 1980s
there had been mysterious shootings, which was the government’s way of giving caution to people
who committed crimes. Most of the shooting victims were men who had tattoos on their bodies.
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However, at the end of 1990s, tattoos became part of the arts and began to attract some young
Indonesian people. The Indonesian cities that have tattoo outlets are situated in Bandung, Jakarta,
Jogjakarta and Denpasar (Bali). Kuta Beach, for example, which is one of the entertainment centres
for tourism activities in Bali, has many tattoo outlets around Legian. Tattoos on the body are
becoming common and interesting scenery. There are some interesting motifs such as the typical
Balinese tattoo figures called Barong and Rangda. Barong is a figure shaped like a lion, while
Rangda is based on the image of a wizard who has canine teeth and glaring red eyes. Barong and
Rangda in Balinese philosophy have both good and bad manifestations. They are realized in the
form of masks and kept in the most sacred part of Pura (temple). This mask will only be taken out
of the Pura when there is a big ceremony to neutralize negative energy (if the village often faces
disasters). Both masks are worn by actors in a sacred show. The two characters will fight each other
until Rangda will be beaten. For the Balinese people, the Rangda figure is also known as Leak
(ghost). They believe that Leak likes to drink baby blood on certain days. Currently, the Rangda
figure has become one of the most popular designs for Balinese people and tourists. This is very
interesting because the dark figures in Balinese mythology have become popular in tattoos. Why do
controversial figures become a meaningful reference in tattoo? Devil Shadow on Tattoo is a
documentary film that describes the tattoo scene in Bali and Indonesia using a visual anthropology
approach.
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